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PREFACE. 



IRULY confcious to the 
demerits of this work, I wifli 
to offer a few arguments, that 
may tend to deprecate the fen- 
tence which might juflly be 
pa(Ted on it. 




Had a prefumptwtis confi- 
dence in my talents* incited 
me to take up the "pen, I 

A 3 fliould, : 



• *■ ■. 



( vi ) 
fliould, by challenging criti- 
cifm, have merited its cenfures 
but no fuch fentiments in- 
fluenced me. 



The viciflitudes of life caft 
me from a ftate of affluence; 
a refource was to be fought; 
feveral friends recommended the 
path of literature; the fuggef- 
tions of diffidence were filenced 
by the pleas of neceflity; hence, 
I was induced to make this at- 



tempt 



The 



r.. 



..*** 
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( vii ) 

The hiftory I have chofen, 
confifts of a chain of events, 
interefting, affe&ing, and tend- 
ing to inculcate that truth, of 
£o much confequence to us, to 
believe, That a moral juftice 
prevails, even in this world, 
and gives, either publicly or 
privately, to vice and virtue, 
their punishment and reward. 

The fads related, are given 
on unqueftionable authority; I 
have made no alteration in them, 
and only fuch additions as I 

thought abfblutcly requifite (thefe 

1 fbalfr^ 







( vili ) 

I (hall mark in a note) as I 
wiflied to give fidtion no more 
place than was neceflary in a 
work, which I had rather fhould 
inform the mind than captivate 
the fancy. 

The aids of imagination have 

not extended to any event, that 

interferes with the chain of his- 
toric events. 

The fubjedt would, in able* 
hands, have had more juftice 
done it; but, though devoid 
of the advantages of fine wri- 
tings 



( ix ) 

ting, and the embellishments 
of genius, yet, as it poffefies 
the moft material property of 
fuch a work, a good moral, I 
truft it will meet the indul- 
gence of thofe who may pe- 
rufe it. 

By thofc, whofe hearts inte- 
reft them in all that relates to 
eftimable characters, the follow- 
ing teftimony, given by one of 
our beft hiftorians, of the worth 
of him, who has a principal 
part in thefe memoirs, will not 

be deemed fuperfluous. 

" Cfaren- 



( X ) 

" Clarendon was always a 
€€ friend to the liberty and the 
" conftitution of his country. 
t€ At the commencement of the 
€€ civil wars, he had entered 
into the late King's fervice, 
and was honored with a great 
4€ /hare in the efteem and friend- 



€€ 



€€ 



if 



fliip of that monarch. 



" He was purfued with un- 

" relenting animofity by the long 

" parliament ; he had fhared all 

" the fortunes, and directed all 

" the councils, of the prefent 

" King during his exile, 

" He 



( ** ) 
" He had been advanced to the 

" higheft truft and offices, after 
u the Reftoration ; yet, all thefe 

circumftances, which might na- 
turally operate with fuch force, 
" either on refentment, grati- 
" tude or ambition, had no in- 
" fluence on his uncorrupted 
" mind," 



€€ 



€€ 



The laft time the Earl of 

Southampton appeared at the 

council-board, he exerted his 

friendfhip with a vigor, which 

neither age nor infirmities could 

abate. 

" This 



( xii ) 

" This man," faid he, fpeak- 

t 

ing of Lord Clarendon, €t is 
" a true Proteftant, and an ho- 
€Q neft Englifliman ; and while 

" he enjoys power, we are fc- 

" cure of our laws, liberty, and 
" religion." 
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ENGLISH STORY. 



LETTER I. 

THE 
MARCHIONESS op ORMOND 

TO 

1.ADY MORDAUNT. 

a 

London, May nth, 1662* 

XlVER happy to oblige a friend 
fo truly valued as my dear Lady 
Mordaunt, I fliould have complied 
jnore immediately with, her requeft 
of information, refpe&ing the mar- 
riage of the Duchefs of York, which 

Vol, I. B is 
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is the fubjeft of fo much converfation ; 
but, as many of the particulars were 
confided to me by herfel£ I could 
not, without her permiflion, difclofe 
the hiftory, even to the friend I have 
the molt reliance on. I have now 
obtained that permiflion, and will 
proceed to give you the intelligence 
you require. 

i 

Few perfons are more competent . 

to this than myfelf, having been an 

eye-wUnefe to fome of the moft in- 

. terefting events that have happened 

on the occafion, and having learned 

the reft from the Duchefs, and my 

Lord, whofe friendship with the Earl 

of Clarendon has continued through 

their lives, and who has been his 

com- . 
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companion in almoft every event of 
any importance. 

As other parts of the family will 
have a great fhare in this narration, 
arid as I know it will pleafe you, my 
being, minute, I fliall relate fome 
anecdotes of, and give you fome in- 
fight into, the characters of thofe to 
whom fhe owes her birth. 

The Earl of Clarendon, father to 
the Duchefs, is descended from an 
ancient family, the Hydes, of Wilt-*. 
ftiire. His father and mother were 
remarkable for their piety and virtue ; 
and I have often heard the earl fay, 
fince his attainment of the high ho- 
nor which he now enjoys, that though 

B 2 the 



i 
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the Almighty had been very propi- 
tious to him in advancing him to fuch 
great preferments, he did not value 
any honor he had, fo much as being 
the fon of fuch a father and mother ; 
for whofe fake, principally, he thought 
God had conferred thofe bleffings 
upon him.— You will judge hence, 
my dear Lady Mordaunt, how wor- 
thy he is of them. 

A remarkable circumftance attended 
the death of Mr. Hyde. In the fe- 
ventieth year of his age, he was de- 
firous of removing to Salisbury, where 
many of his family and friends re- 
fided, and where he wifhed to be 
buried with his anceftors. 

He 
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He went accordingly. The fecond 
day after his arrival, he rofe very early, 
and vifited two or three ^ churches; on 
his return, he told his wife and fon 
that he had been to look out for a 
place to be buried in, but found none 
to which he had not fome obje&ion, 
the cathedral only excepted, where 
he had made choice of a place near 
a kinfman of his own name, and had 
(hewn it to the fexton, whom he fent 
for to that purpole, and wifhed them 
to lee him buried there. 

He lpoke this with the utmoft 
compofure, and ipent the whole day 
in cheerful converfation with his 
friends. 



.*** 
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The next day, finding himfclf a 
little indifpofed, while at church, he 
haftened home, and juft reached a 
lower apartment, when he fell down 
and expired, without moving a limb, 
or uttering a groan. 

His death was univerfally lamented; 
but to none did it caufc a grief more 
deep and permanent, than to his fon, 
who loved and revered him as the 
beft of fathers, and refpqdted and 
cfteemed him as the ficft of friends. 

The impreflion of his father's vir- 
tues are ftrongly marked in Lord 
Clarendon : to a piety rational and 
fervent, he unites an integrity fo 
pure, that no intereft, no affe&ion, 

no 
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no motive, however great or allur- 
ing, could even fliake itj its trials, 
have been great, and were fuftained 
in a manner that has given him an 
higher exaltation in the eyes of the 
eftimable part of mankind, than all 
thofe which fortune has beftowed on 
him 5 an affectionate and attentive 
hu/band, a tender father, and a kind 
matter; he fulfils, to its utmoft ex- 
tent, all that religion, morality, and 
the laws of facial life enjoins. 

His character will unfold itfelf to 
you better than I can defcribe it, 
in the courfe of this narrative j but 
there is a pleafure in fpeaking of 
amiable charaftcrs which I could not 
deny myfel£ and I am fure of your 
indulgence. 

B4 paving 
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Having thus, my dear Lady Mor- 
daunt, introduced you to the father, 
and grandfather of my heroine, for 
to that title, you will find, flie has 
all the claim, which fuperior excel- 
lence, and virtue, feverely tried, can 
give her, I will conclude. 

In my next you (hall become ac- 
quainted with the mother of the 
Duchefs, and, perhaps, with thfe 
lovely Ann Hyde herfelf. 

Adieu ! my dear Lady Mordaunt, 
believe me, with the utmoft fincerity, 

Your affe&ionate friend, 

*.»:. A. ORMOND. 



m>- 
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LETTER II, %9 



j 



Thi SAME to t»* SAME r 

May 15th, i66i*. 

1 H E pleafure you exprefs in the 
leading my account, augments the 
fatisfa&ion I feel in relating the hif- 
tory of the amiable Hyde family* 

I will obfcrve your requeft of not 
omitting any 'particular, and of in- 
dulging my own reflettions whenever 
they occur. 

In compliance with the latter part of 
your requifition, I fhall, previous tQ 
further particulars of the Duchefs, im- 

B 5 part 
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part to you fome ideas that have ftruck 
me in contemplating Lord Clarendon's 
char after. There are fo many points 
refembling thofe in the late celebrated 
Duke de Sully, minifter to Henry the 
Great, that the fimilitude has made 
a ftrong impreffion on my mind; 
each remarkable for the higheft de- 
gree of piety, integrity, and loyalty, 

in times when fuch virtues were un- 
common ; the gaiety of our court, 
and its corruption, being bot inferior 
to that of our monawi'aijjrandfather. 
The fortune too of tbejk /great men 
feems to partake the refemblance* 
each accompanies a baniflied mo* 
narch ; fhared his misfortunes $ and, 
on his reftoration, met the reward of 
their loyalty and fidelity, in the un- 
bounded 
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bounded confidence of their matters* 
and the honors conferred on them. 

As an Englilhwoman, I cannot 
however but feel elated, that in the 
balance of virtue, our countryman has 
the advantage ; for to all the merits 
of Sully, Clarendon adds that of an 
indulgent parent ; the Duke wanted 
that gentlenefs which attaches chil- 
dren; his, therefore, were alienated, 
while the Earl experience all the hap- 
pinefs that arifts from affection and 
duty in oar offspring. 

In one inftance, alone; has Lord 
Clarendon appeared to want indul- 
gence towards a child; but as his in- 
tegrity and fame were to balance 
againft 
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againfl: parental tenderncfs, none whofe 
fufFrage is defirable, but will think 
his chara&er exalted by the circum- 
ftance. 

I fhall now prcfent yon, my dear 
Lady Mordaunt, to Lady Clarendon. 
She was the daughter of Sir Thomas 
Aylefbury, Mailer of Requeits to the 
King. As Lord Clarendon is con- 
ipicuous for every .manly virtue, fo 
is her Ladyflrip for £&6fiftexcetlence 
that can adorn the ^BEer of wo- 
man. Never was man happier in 
his domeftic connections than the 
Chancellor, nor ever was a human 
being more deferving fuch- parents, 
fuch a wife and child, than he is. 

I come 
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I come now to fpeak of her who 
is the chief fubject of this narrative ; 
I feel that my powers are unequal 
to the defcription of this all-charming 
woman ; for when I have enumerated 
all that I have ever found of excel- 
lence in the human charafter, I muft 
ftill have fome merir, fome grace, or 
fome beauty untold; to know ail the 
charms of her character, you muft be 
as intimately aaZouxed with her as 
lam. 

At an ejmy age, Ann Hyde gave 
the promife of that perfection (he has 
Jince attained. Her form and face 
are truly beautiful} eafe and elegance 
adorn her figure; fweetnefs and ani- 
mation are diiplayed in her counte- 
nance j 



26 DUCHESS OF YORK. 

nance; her underftanding is of the 
ftrft order, and of that kind which is 
evinced more in the conduct than in 
converfation, for it is the guide of her 
every action ; all that Jbe does, feems 
to be done in a manner fuperior to 
what any other perlbn could have 
done it ; but in giving her the credit 
of that fenfe (which, in my opinion, 
is the moft praife- worthy, which leads 
to confiftency of conduct) I mean not 
to depreciate the charm of her con- 
verfation ; in truth flie poffefles this 
in an eminent degree— a lively wit 
difplayed itfelf in the moft elegant 
language j ' yet fo chaftened by the 
fweetnefs and gentlenefs of her na- 
ture, that it was never known to 
wound. 

With 
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With thefe captivating powers, the 
Duchefs poffeffes the moft exquifite 
fenfibility, yet a patience no misfor- 
tune can fhake. Of her generality, 
and greatnefs of foul, you will have 
fome ftrong inftances in the courfe 
of her hiftory : to this bright aflem- 
blage, fhe adds all thofe virtues which 
diftinguifh her excellent parents* 

I could dwell much longer on a 
theme fo grate&l a* that of defcribing 
the merits of . Ait charming woman, 
but as you are uaacquainted with her, 
and therefore cannot take that de- 
light in the fubjed which animate? 
me s and as I have already faid fuf- 
ficient, I know, to intereft you, my 
dear frtend, I will leave a picture 

un- 
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unfinifhed, which, though I fhould 
employ my utmoft power upon, 
would ftill fall fhort of the beauty 

of the original. 1 will now proceed 

to the promifed hiftory. 

When his Majefty refolved, imme- 
diately after the murder of his father, 

* 

to fend Lord Clarendon, then Sir E» 
Hyde, ambaffador to Spain, Sir Ed- 
ward, pieaning to fet out from the 
* Hague, fent for his wife and family 

to meet him at Antw4j(^ not chufing 
to trull them in England during his 
abfenqe, for it was no unufual thing, 
at that period, for the parliament, 
yrhen difpleafed with the conduct of 
any man who was out of then reach, 
k to imprifon his wife and children. 



Sir 
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Sir Edward; whom I (hall hence- 
forth ftile the Chancellor, as I wifh 
to diftinguifh him by his mod ho- 
norary title, and his conduit in that 
will place his name firft in the lift 
of thofe who are remarkable for the 
ftridt difcharge of their truft. 

The Chancellor returned from his 
embafly in two years to Antwerp, 
where his family remained. 

The fatal fuccefs at Worcefter, 
about this time, put a period to all 
his Majefty's prefent defigns ; and 
he had no fooner made his won- 
derful efcape into France, than he 
fent for the Chancellor, who left his 
family, very indifferently provided for, 

and 
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and haftened to Paris, where he found 
the King, with whom he remained, 
till his Majefly was even compelled 
to remove into Germany, which was 
about three years. 

Judge, my dear Lady Mordaunt, 
of the fuffcrings of Lady Clarendon, 
at this cruel period.— Baniflied from 
her native country— feparatcd from 
a huflband, to whom fhe was united 
by all the tendereft and moft power- 
ful ties, and reduced to very narrow 
circumftances. 

Her children, one daughter and 
three fons, were her ible confolation % 
fhe devoted all her time to them ; and 
as Ann was the eldeft, and her edu- 
cation 
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cation came more immediately within 

her province, to her chief attention 
was paid. 

Early did flie implant the feeds of 
virtue into her bofom, and her ex- 
ample gave ftrength to her precepts. 
She had the pleafure to fee her daugh- 
ter's mind readily imbibe the know- 
ledge that ennobles and adorns it; 
the talents and graces which form 
the pleafing parts of a character, 
feemed to have been the gift of 
nature, they had ever diftinguifhed 
themfelves in her; and the embel- 
lishments gained by others with fa 
much difficulty, appeared to coft her 
no pains in the acquifition. Na- 
ture iiad bellowed all that was in 

her 
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her power on the lovely Ann Hyde * 
and the attentions of a mother, capa- 
ble and defirous to complete the work, 
have made this accomplifhed woman 
a pattern of female excellences 

During this abfence of the Chan- 
cellor, the Princefs Royal, then refi- 
dent in Holland, having learned the 
fituation of his family, affigned them 
a houfe, which was at her difpofal, at 
Breda* - . 

For this acquifition, which was very 
confiderable in their circumftances, 
they were indebted to the Chan- 
cellor's friend, Daniel O'Neile, who 
was of the King's bed-chamber, and 
in fuch high eftimation with the 

Princeft 
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Princefs Royal, and her court, that 
his influence had very confiderable 
weight. 

Nor was this the only friendly of- 
fice the Chancellor owed him, for 
through his intereft and reprefenta- 
tions, Ann Hyde obtained the place 
of maid of honor to the Princefs. 

As the circumftances attending this 
appointment will illuftrate the truth 
of my evidence of Lord Clarendon's 
virtues, and as they were the caufe 
of all the moft interefting events that 
will have a place in thefe memoirs, 
I will give it at large. 

Nothing neceflary to my narrative 
happening from the time of Lady, 

Clarendon's 



"*■" 1 
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Clarendon's quitting Antwerp, till 
this event, a period of five or fix 
years, when her daughter Was ar- 
rived at the age of feventeen, I fliall 
pafs it over. 

The King, folicitous to fee a filter 
whom he affectionately loved, pro- 
pofed to her to meet him at Spa; 
(he, equally defirous of an interview, 
agreed to the propofal. 

They had not been long there, 
when the fmall pox broke out ; fome 
of the Princefs's women being at- 
tacked by it, it was thought expedient 
that her Royal Highnefs fhould re- 
move to Aix-la-Chapelle. 

She 
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She had not been there a day, 
when intelligence was brought her 
of the death of Mrs. Killegrew, one 
of her maids of honor. 

Immediately that this event was 

known, Mr. O'Neile > went to the 
Chancellor, and told him, that the 
Princefs entertained a vefy favorable 
opinion of him, and was graciouQy 
inclined towards his family, which 

(he knew had fuffered much from 
his attachment to the King ; and 
that (he was lorry to find her toother, 
the Queen, lefs fenfible to his' merit 
and fervices than they deferved. 

From thefe expreflions, Mr. O'Neile 
was led^fb believe, that were the Chan- 
cellor 
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cellor to apply for the vacant place 
for his daughter, he would obtain it. 

This he recommended to him to do 
immediately, becaufe he was Ture fo 
foon as the Queen fhould hear there 
was a place vacant ((he was then at 
Paris) (he would recqmmend fome 
lady of her own choice \ the more 
ftrongly too, if there was an idea 
of his daughter's being appointed; 
that as dilpatch was hence fo necef- 
fary, he advifed him. to go diredtly 
to the King, to requeft his intereft 
with his fifter. 

The Chancellor's reply to this I 
will give you in my next, and will 
conclude with a little anecdote, which 

will 
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will evince • the opinion the Queen 
had of the Chancellor's fincerity^ 
'though, through the mifreprefentation 
of fame of her creatures, (he was 
prejudiced againfl: him. — On the 
truth of it you may rely. 

* m 

Her Majefty, about the time the 
Chancellor was going ambaflador to 
Spain, was one day converting with 
fome of her ladies, who were mod In 
her confidence, on a fubjeft which 
excited great indignation in her. She 
faid, there was a Lord of the council, 
whom (he would not name, that al- 
ways gave h^r the faireft words, pro- 

mifing all (he. required* and even per- 

• ■•.«. 

fuadjng her to a(k what (he had never 

thought of herfelfj wh<% yet, (he well 

4uiew, when .the fame Wa^ propoftd 

.. Vol. I. C to. 
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to the King, on her behalf, was the 
only man who diffuaded him from 
granting it, 

s 

Some of the ladies were very anxi- 
ous to difcover who was meant. The 
Queen would not tell; but one of 
them, who was known to think very 
favorably of the Chancellor, faid, (he 
hoped it was not him; upon which 
her Majefty, with fome quicknefs, 
Teplied, (he might be fure of that; 
for fo far was he from making her 
promifes, giving her fair words, Or 
flattering her, that fhe did verily 
believe, if he thought her a w 
he would tell her of it. 

.-He was told of this, and thought 

it * Kry honorable tefUmony. . . 

. . . '4 

But 
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But though her Majefty had been 
taught to believe the Chancellor was 
not her friend, yet (he always did 
him the juftice to acknowledge, fhe 
knew it was his wifti that the King's 
conduct towards her fliould be kind 
and refpedtful -, and it was her defire 
he foould be about his Majefty, 4>e- 
caufe he was allured of his fafchftil 

attachment — knew that his councils 

* 

would always be dictated by virtue, 
and that he had more credit with the 
King than any other who was diipofed 
to a& fairly and honeftly. 

Adieu ! my dear Lady N MoFdaunt, 
believe me ever 

Affectionately yoar*s, 



•>, « 



A. ORMOKD. 



Cl LET- 
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LETTER in, 
Tks SAME to tbi SAMEr 

May 20th, i66t* 

1 SHALL, without a prelude, my 
dear Lady Mordaunt, proceed to re- 
count the Chancellor's reply to Mr. 
O'Neile. 

After thanking him for the very 
friendly intereft he took in his welfare, 
he told him he muft decline his ad- 
vice and fervices on this occalion* 
that he had but one daughter, who 
was the only fource of confolation to 
her mother in her melancholy retire- 
ment i he could not, therefore, re- 
fblve to rob her of this comfort, and, 

indeed, 
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indeed, had fo ill an opinion of & 
court life, as to wi(h to preferve his 
daughter from the danger attending it* 

Mr. O'Neile was much difappointed 
by this reply, having conceived that 
the propofal would be very grateful 
to the Chancellor; and then acknow- 
ledged that the fubjedEt had been men- 
tioned to the Princefs by Lady Chef, 
terfield, and it wa3 her defire that the 
propofal fhould come from the King ; 
as (he fhould, by that means, be 
fheltered from the Queen's reproaches, 
That her Royal Highnefs had, from 
her own obfervation, and the urii- 
verfal voice in her favor, entertained 
fentiments fo favorable of his daugh- 
ter, as had long made her refolve to 

C 3 place 
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place her near her perfon on the firft 
vacancy. 

The Chancellor was much per- 
plexed by this intelligence; but 
ftill foticitous that Ann fliould re- 
main with her mother, injured 
Mr. O'Neile to take no further (teps 
towards a promotion fo contrary to 
his wifhess and concluded, that his 
making no application, and the im& 
porturtity of others who were folk 
eitous for the honor, would put 3n 
end to the affair, in the way moft 
acceptable to him. 

The King, having heard of this 
bufinefe from the Princefs, and highly 
approving her intention, expe&ed that 

tht 
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the Chancellor would apply to him 
for his recommendation with fome 
impatience. Finding him filent on 
the fubjeft, he entered upon it him- 
felf, alking him why he did not 
folicit his intereft ? upon which the 
Chancellor related all that had palled 
between him and O'Ncile, and that, 
for many reafons, he declined the 
honor propofed* therefore he had 
jiot profited of his Majefty's favorable 
intention towards him. 

The King then told him* that his 
filter was fo pleafed with his daugh- 
ter, th'at : (he was refblved on having 
her in her fervice j that fhe had her- 
felf, for the caufe already mentioned, 
of fhielding her from the Queen's- 

C 4 refent* 



- < . 
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refentmenr, defired him to make it 
appear as his requeft ; that he knew 

• • 

Aot how the Chancellor could, of 
why he fhould omit fuch an oppbr- 
tunity of providing for his daughter, 
by an eftablifhmcnt fo honorable and 
advantageous. 



% 



The Chancellor told him he could 
not difpute the reafons with Kirrij but 
that he could not bring himfelf to 
bear the idea' of depriving his "wife 

of her daughter's company j nor 

. . . ^ 

could think it poffible for her to be 
more advantageoufly difpofed off than 
with fuch a parent ; that he wo^ld 
wait oh the' Pfincefs to thank her 
for the honor intended him, and ex- 
plain his reafons for rejefling it. 

Accord- 
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Accordingly he went to her Royal 
Highneft, and having exprefled his 
grateful fenfe of her favorable in- 
tentions, told her he conceived the 
honor was not filch as he could re- 
ceive, nor the conjun&ure propitious 
for her conferring it ; that his nar- 
row circumftances (which were known 
to her) would put it out of his powef 
to make his daughter fuch an allow- 
ance, as would enable her to live at 
court in a ftile fuited to her fituation* 

The Princefs would not permit 
him to enlarge on this fubjeft, but 
very generoufly told him fhe knew 
how much his fortune was impaired, 
and her gratitude was excited by the 
occafionj fhe could never forget the 

C 5 obligations 
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obligations her family owed to his 
loyalty and fidelity $ that fhe never 
could mean to put him to the ex- 
pence of maintaining his daughter 
in her fervice— — ihe always intended 

* 

taking it on herfelf. To thefe &e 
added many other expreffions of ef- 
teem for him, and kindnefs towards 
his daughter.' 

He, prepared for this generality, 
replied, that fince her goodnefs dif- 
pofed her to bellow fuch an honor, 
it became incumbent on him, in duty 
and gratitude, to preclude any ill 
effe&s arifing to her from her bene- 
volent intention towards him: — that 
-he had the misfortune, with all th# 
innocence and integrity of will ima- 

ginahle> 
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ginable, to be more in the Queen 
her mother's disfavor, than any man 
-who had had the honor to ferve the 
crown fo many years in fach truft ; : 
that all the application he could 
make, nor the king's own interpofi- 
tion, could prevail with her majefty to 
receive him into her gracious opinions 
that therefore, he was well aware that 
this, kindnefs of her Royal Highneis, 
to a family fo obnoxious, would create 
difpleafure in the bread of her mo- 
ther towards her, and increafe the 
weight of her fevere indignation 
-againft him r which already fo hea- 
vily oppreffed him 1 he therefore re- 
Jblved to prevent the mifchief which 
would undoubtedly artfe to her High'- 
Bds» whom he could not. bear to 

think 
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think fhould fuffer from her gracious 
condefcenfion to his family. 

. To this the Princefs replied, with 
ibme warmth, that (he had ever paid 
the duty to the Queen her mother* 
which was due to her, and would 
never give her a juft caufe of offence; 
'but that fhe was miftrefs of her own 
family, and was at liberty to chufe 
what fervants fhe pleafed; fhe con- 
ceived it would be a much greater of- 
fence againfl her Majefty, if fhe fhould 
refrain from a juft and good afkion, to 
which fhe was inclined, .from an ap- 
prehenfion of its being - difpleafihg 
to the Queen. She faid, fhe knew 
fbme ill offices had l4 been done him 
with her mother, which concerned 

her 
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her extremely; (he doubted not, how- 
ever, but her Majefty would, indue 
time, difcern that fhe had been de- 
ceived, and then would approve the 
ftep now taken. In the mean time, 
lhe was refolved to take his daughter, 
for whom fhe would fend as foon a$ 
lhe returned into Holland. 

t . • ■ 

The Chancellor, not m any degree 
converted, but ftruck by this candid 
and gracious difcourfe of her Royal 
Highnefs, knew not what anfarer to 
make ; he therefore only told her, 
• that he fliould leave his daughter to 

be difpofed of by her mother, who he 

* * 

knew would be very unwilling to 
part with her; on' which her High- 
nefs told himi fhe was * fure they 

fliould 



JO DUCHESS OF YORK* 

fliould agree upon the .matter, — Here 
their difcourfe ended. 

The Chancellor, who knew the un- 
eafrnefs it would give Lady Claren- 
don to lofc her daughter, wrote her 
immediately an account of all that 

had paffed, and fought to ftrengthen 
her refolution not to feparate from- 

her;, but when the Frincefs, at her 
return into Holland, fent to her and 
renewed her gracious offer, fhe, upon 
confutation with Dodtor Morley (a 
particular friend of the Chancellor, 
in whofe regard and under {landing 
they had the mod: implicit confi- 
dence, and who then refided with 
the family) agreed that as the pro- 
|>ofal was lb very advantageous to. 

her 
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her child) (he ought not to rejeft it. 
She therefore wrote her opinion to the 
Chancellor, and acquainted him that 
it had the concurrence of Doftor 
Moricy. 

I have heard Lord Clarendon fayv 
that it appeared to him, from all 
thefe circumftance^ that the hand of 
Providence diredbed the event* 

He would therefore no longer re- 
fill, but referred the matter wholly 
to liis "wife 5 *ho, when Ihe had pre- 
sented her daughter to the Pnncefs,, 
went to refide with her hufband, a 
circumftance productive of mutual 
happinefs > for there cannot exift a 

pah? 
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pair more tenderly attached than Lord 
and Lady Clarendon. 

It is not improbable tbat the mo- 
tive of this re-union to a hufband fo 
long loft, might have fome influence 
in difpofmg her to confent to this 
eftablifhment of her daughter, as it 
would have precluded her accom- 
panyment of him, had Ann re- 
mained with her mother. 

Sincerely your*s, 

A. OR MONO. 
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LETTER IV. 

I 

Tux SAME to mx SAME. 

• ■ ■ ■ 1 

Mt/ 15th, i66* 

. MlSS Hyde had not been long 
fetched in : the family .of the Princefs, 
when the Duke of , York . came to 

• * ■ 

pay a vifit to his lifter. 

You will eaGly conceive, my dear 
Lady Mordaunt, that fo lovely a 
woman attracted his attention ; he was 
charmed by her beauty, and fought 
tvziy opportunity of feeing her. . 

• Thii relation of the courfe of die Duke of York** 
attachment to Mlft Hyde, if the only part or* thit work 
that owes its origin to imagination, and the fa& on, 
which it it founded, is given on the beft authority. 

Fatal 
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Fatal to his repofe was this indul- 
gence i for, when on further acquaint-, 
ance with her, he difcovered that her. 
mind was as lovely as her perfon; 
that (he pofTefTed all the graces, and 
all the virtues that ever adorned the 
female chara&er, his 4ieart Wis of- 
fercd up as a tribute at the fhririe 
of fuch excellence. 

Every day, by difcovering fome 
new beauty in her chara&er, rivetted 
his chains the more fecurely j and his 

efteem thus ftrengthening what h?s 

• » 

admiration had firft caufed, ah 1 afr 
feftion of tHM- nature which neither 
time, abfence, or any other circiim- 
fiance can conquer, fixed itfelf in his 
bofom. 

Con* 
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Confcious of all the obftacles that 
placed therrtfelves between his wifiies, 
and their accompli foment, he (trove 
to conquer a paflion which promifed 
only to be a fource of uneafinefs j 
but this refolution was of fhort du- 
ration—princes, my dear Lady Mor- 
daunt, ire not accuftomed to oppofe 
their wifhes, or to have them oppofcd, 
he therefore changed his plan, and 
endeavoured to make an intereft in 
the aflfe&ion of his lovely iiriftrefe, 
leaving to chance the confequences. 

He was, however, careful to con* 
ceal the fituation of his heart from 
his fitter — -he doubted her appro- 
bation, though the objedt of his af- 
fection was fo high in her favor; 

and 
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and dreaded his mother's refentment, 
fhould fhe become acquainted with 
his attachment to one who was fa 
obnoxious to her* 

« 

Aware that the eyes of all were 
dire&ed to him, he took every 
poffible precaution to prevent a dis- 
covery. 

None but her who infpired the 
femiment, had any fufpicion of it^ 
and whether the congenial feeling in 
her own bofom gave her the idea, 
by making her more quick-fighted, 
or whether his attention when oppor- 
tunities occurred of their being un- 
qoticedj marked his fentiments* I 

cannot 
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cannot determine, but they were not 
unknown to her. 

- Confidering, however, the utter im- 
probability of there being a happy 
iffue to fuch an attachment, {he afli- 
duoufly fought to difcourage any hope 
in her own mind, or any idea. in his, 
-that fhe was apprifed of his pre- 
ference— -ftie therefore avoided every 
occafion of being in his company. 

* 

In fpite however of all her refblu- 
tions to avoid him, he found means to 
obtain her fociety, as fhe could not, 
without giving caufe for fome fuf- 
picion, refrain from her ufual attend- 
ance on the Princcft, who was too 
much gratified by the idea that the 

Duke's 
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Duke's continual attendance pro- 
ceeded from attachment to herfclf, 
to feek any other caufe of his being 
fo conftantly with her; as the more 
frequent the opportunities he had of 
feeing Mifs Hyde, incfeafed his ad- 
miration and efteem for her the 
more. 

His aflfe&ion became tooftrong ft>r 
controul and concealment within his 
own breaft ; he could not deny him- 
felf the relief of making his fcntiments 
known to her who infpired them* : 

He found an opportunity of dojpg 
this, acknowledging his attachment 
with that timidity and refpeft which 
a real afje&ipi} infpires, and which 

was 
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was dae to fuch a woman as Mifs 
Hyde. ''-/ " • - • 

: You will eafily imagine the con- 
fufion this declaration gave her, for 
though (he had penetrated his kn- 
timents, ihe had not expefted the 
avowal from him $ and ihe feared he 
might have been encouraged to make 
it from a difcovery of her prepof- 
feflipn. 

Her ernbarraflment, however, con- 
tinued not long ; ihe pofiefies a clear- 
nefs of judgment that teaches her 
immediately to difcern what is right ; 
and to know what is right, and to 
pra&ice it are confequent in her eye^, 

Though 
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* 

Though love, for a. fhort time here- 
after, ufurped the place of reafon in 
"' her mind, as in every other where 
he finds admiflion, he had not yet 
obtained that etnpire: (he therefore, 
when a few moments reftored her to 
herfelf, reprefented to him hd# im- 
proper fuch a language was ; rei 
minded him of the irifuperable ob- 
jeftions there were to an union be- 
tween them; and aflured him, (he 
would never put it in his power t<> 
addrefs fuch adifcourfe to her in' fu- 
ture.— — She then left him. 






Oppofition, it is truly ikidy is the 
food of love^— the le(s hcipe there 
was, the more was his Royal High- 
nefs bent on xhe accomplifhment of 

his. 



,** 
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his wiflies; all the attentions affec- 
tion employs, were, flicwn to foften 
the heart of his lovely miftrefs. 

Long was (he proof againft them ; 
fortified by difcretion, and that pru- 
dence which had been fo early in- 
ftilled into her mind ; but the regard 
in which her lover was held, the 
praifes that were univerfally beftowed 
on him, his refpeftful conduft to- 
wards her, the proofs of genuine af- 
fection ihe perpetually received from 
Wm, all confpired to weaken her re- \ 
folutions, and increafe her regard for: 

her noble loven 

> > . * 

The Duke perceived that her ri- 

•gour was abated, and took all thofe 

Vol I, D means 
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» 

means love infpires to improve her 

prefent fentiments. 

* ■ 
The difphy of his fufferings, which 

he pointed to her. ia the moft vivid 
colours, brought pity as an auxiliary : 
to his caufe, and he obtained at length 
an acknowledgment, that* were all v 
obftaclcs removed, Ihe would not re- 
jed his felicitation to becpme his. a 

This was much to obtain, but not 
fuffiqient for a lover fo ardent, and ib 
little accuftomed to oppofuion as the 
Duke. 

He urged her to receive his hand 

in the prcfcncc of a few friends, whofe 

fccrecy 
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j^Crecy he could depend on, till a 
favorable conjuncture. empowered him 
to proclaim her as his wife; that 
he fhould glory in acknowledging a« 
choice that would confer honor on 

- i • • • 

i 
the firft potentate of the earth $ but 

circumftanced as they were then, it' 

wST Impoflible to avow it without 

involving them in mutual ruin. 

The attention with which the lovely 
Ann heard this propofal,. encouraged- 
the Duke to hope fhe would concur 
in'itf. but flie quickly undeceived 
him :~^fhe faid, in acknowledging, 
her preference for him, without the. m^ 
fan&ioa of her parents approbation, 
to fuch an avowal, ftie ,,had already 

Da gone 



r ' ■ 

t 
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gone farther than was juftifiable in her 
opinion ; (he had fuffered her pru- 
dence to be fubdued by her fenfe of 
his merits, and obfervations of his 
uneafinefs otl her account -, (he would 
give herfelf no farther caufe of re- 
proach ; that in his prefent fituation, 
were fhe to eonfent, and a difcovery 
take place, it would draw on him the 
refehtment of his whole family, and 
perhaps occafion his utter ruin; to 
be the caiife of fuch misfortunes to 
him fhe moft regarded, would make 
her the moft wretched of women 5 
from every confideration, therefore, 
(he muft fejedt the propofal : — if time 
wrought any change favorable to them, 
{he would, with the approbation of 

her 



% 
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her friends, teftify her regard, by 
giving him her hand j but till then, 
he muft ceafe to importune her — he 
would find her refolution was not to 
be fhaken. 

. The manner in which fbe delivered 
thefe fentiments, convinced the Duke 
more than the words therpfelves, that 
fht was ferious in her intention *> h^, 
notwithftanding, hoped that'love, and 
his fblititations, would tfverpower r her 
refolution ; but, firm to her purpofe, 
fhe avoided giving him , any opporta- 
4 nity of urging hereon the fabjeft, by 
• contriving always to have fomebody 
with- her at thofe times when ihe 
might. expert to fee him. . . 

Dj AT 
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will never do ought that can injure 
its objett, and that had ambition 
ftimulated Ann, flie would not have 
rejected his propofal j but 'vexed at 

* 

, an oppofition fo unexpected, and fo 
firm, he viewed every objedt in a 
. wrong light, and mortified by the 
fuggeftions of a difturbed imagination* 
he refolved to banifli from his mind* 
a miftrefs who appeared infenfible to 
his fufferings. 

I ; 

His pride enabled him to purfue 
this refolution fo far, as to mark no 
particular c concern on < his reparation 
-from Ann* nor did he feek any op- 
portunity ,cifvfpeaking to her in pri- 
vate before Jiis departure. 

i ' % . \- This 
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This was, perhaps, a favorable cir- 
cumftance for them, fincJe, had they 
feparated with more tender fentiments 
towards each other, that moment of 
ibftened fenfation might have be>- 
irayed theiru 

But what a period was it, for Anij 
•» have facrificed her wifhes to pro- 
~ dence, and thereby to have- alienated 
the objeft of her tendereft afFe£tion, 
to be thus punifhed for her adherence 
, to a painful tryal of re&itude — -to 
x fed all the bitternefs of lbrrow in- 
cident to thefe circumftances, and the 
abfence of her lover, yet be obliged 
to wear an appearance of eafe,«7~ 
What a trial I only fuch a mind as is, 

D 5 poffeffed 
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poiTeffed by this incomparable 4 wo- 
man could have . fupported it. 

\> 
At the moment, however, that (he 

was fecretly lamenting the lofs of 

her lover's affedtion, he was more 

fenfible than ever to its power. 



,i 



How often, my dear Lady Mom 
daunt, does it happen thus to us ; at 
the time we are delpairing, from tha 
dark appearance of every objedfc in 
which our happinefs is interefted, 
providence is difpofing events in a 
manner fo favorable to us, as to con- 
vert all our apparent misfortunes into 
real bleffings.— — Ought not this to 
infpire us with an implicit confidence 

m 
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fn the difpeniations of the all-wife dif* 
pofer of events ? 

An affe&ion founded on real merit 

in its objed, fe rather ftrengthened, 

than weakened by abfem:e.7-~-The 

. Duke felt the truth of this— -the 

- charms, the graces, accompl ifhments, 
( and virtues of his lovely 'miftrefs, were 
. evef^prefent to his imagination— -in 

vain did he try to* banilh her from 
his remembrance— ~Jier pdw'er over 
I him increased daily* •: 

Unable to fuppbrt any longer the 
' referve- he had profpofed, he refolved 

- te addrefi her, and 1 found fome relief 
from the communication of' his fuf- 

feri'ngs : 



* * ■ 
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#■ • 

ferings: he defcribed, in the moft 
pathetic terms, the grief he had felt 
from the idea of not pofleffing her 
regard— the conflict he had fuftained 
in endeavouring* from t{wt fiippofition, 
to conquer his affedtion, and the nrti- 
fery of being banifhed from her fight. 
He conjured her to evince fome com- 

• jniferation for him^— he would no 
longer urge ; hef compliance with the 
fut>je& of his former propofal; all he 
requefted, t was, an affurance that he 
ftill poffefled that (hare of her regard 
lhe once acknowledged: would fhe 

• but condescend to give him this af- 
furance, he would r dt ' fa t isfied with 
her determination refpe&ing their fu- 
ture condudU 

When 
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When he had written this letter, 

■ • * ■ # 

he fought fome peffon to whom he 
might confide in its delivery. He at 
length refolved oh employing Lord 
Berkeley,, who was greatly in his 
favor. 

His Lordfhip readily undertook the 
office, hoping thereby to have an op- 
portunity of accortnpJ idling a plan he 
had much at heart. 

Lord Berkeley was one of the mod: 
violent of the Chancellor's, enemies -, 
and fuppofing 'this attachment of the 
Duke to.be .of a very different .nature 
from what it was, he pleafed himfelf 
with the idea, of prompting a fcheme 
* that 
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"that would bring 1 drfhonor on one 

» 

who was the objefik of his enmity. 

He proceeded therefore with all 
poffible fpeed to' the court of the 
Princefs, and foon found an oppor- 
tunity of delivering the letter to Mils 
Hyde. r 

What a trafifition: from grief *o 
joy did it produce I to find a lover, 
whofe lofs (he had deeply, though 
. fecretly deplored, m6rc tenderly de- 
voted ta her :than ever-**- to learn 
that he was difpofed to agree to the 
terms her re&itode impbfcd r as a 
law on herfelf and hirtt, filled her 
heart with r the' fweet eft fatisfadiiori * 

fome 



V 
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fome allay, how* veiV it received^frcMh 
confidering who was the meffenger 
employed on this occafion. 

She had heard that Lord Berkeley 
was the enemy of her family, and there- 
fore apprehended fome treachery from 
him; fhe feared he would betray the 
I coireipondence to the Queen, which 
would feparate them for ever j or find 
fome means of turning the affair to 
her difadvantage ; but, as her good 
fenk pointed out to her the impro- 
priety of evincing any miftruft of him> 
fhe wrote a fhort anfwer to the Duke> 
and fent it by him $ refolving, how- 
ever, to find a means of conveying 
her fentiments on the fubjedt to his 

Royal 
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Royal Highnefs, by fbme perfon whom 
ihe could confide in with greater fe- 
curity* 

To many, it would have beenr z "dif- 
ficult matter to find fuch a perfon, 
fince it was greatly the intereft of 
thofe who fhould be employed in 
fuch- an affair to betray it ; ; but MUs 
Hyde had no fuch difficulty to appre- 
hend— there were many fo devoted 
to her, as to facrifice their intereft to 
the fatisfadtion of ferving her; never 
were dependents more attached than 
Iter's. Without defending from that 
dignity which ' comftiands^dfoeft, fhe 
was fb affable, and took^roch pains 
to render a condition* hard enough 

i4 
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in itfelfi comfortable to them, that 
there was not one who had ever been 
in her fer vice, but would have hazarded 
every thing to oblige her. 

Her own woman had been brought 
up in the Chancellor's family ; Lacjy 
Clarendon had placed, her with Mils 
Hyde, when flie left fyer with the 

Princefs. She was fo much attached 

* 

to her miftrefi ; was fo prudent, and 
poflefied fo much good fenfe, that the 
fair Ann refblved to difclofe her fitu- 
«tion to her ; flie was ftrengthened'in 
this refblution, by cohfidering, th&t 
flie fhould hereby have a witnefs of 
her cohduft ; on whofe teftimony her 
mother, from her long experience of 

her 
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her ftrift integrity, could rely,— To 
her, therefore, Mifs Hyde, on this 
occafion, had recourfe* i 

Harris, charmed with the idea of 
feeing her beloved miftrefi placed in 
a ftation fo exalted, and of which (he 
thought her fo deferving, waitnclrned 
to do every thing that Was in her 
power to promote the interefts of the 
lovers. 

As her tirtlv was above the com- 

*taon line, and her underftaiiding and 

re&itude had gained her the eftetm 

; of Lady Clarendon, flie had found 

great confolatm. in her attachment 

during her troubles. 

Deprived 



'X 
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Deprived of all fociety, it was a 
comfort to have one faithful depen- 
dent, to whom (he could confide her 
griefc, ' 

This confidence having opened all 

» ■ * 

the hiftory of the family to Harris, 
(he was apprized of the enmity of 
Lord Berkeley, and therefore agreed 
Xritlrfccl' miftlrefs, in thinkihg he was 
iwt to be trufted. 



j / ■ 



Jt happened* that fhe iiad a near 
Nation * in the court of the Princefs, 
^hbm (he had fcready ferved : affured 
.of his gratitude* and that fhe alight 
rely on him, flie propofed him as the 
meflenger between his Royal High- 
ness and her miftrefi. 

Accord- 
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Accordingly he was fent for, and 

m 

a letter given him, with the inftruc- 
tions neceflary for conducing a com* 
miflion of fuch confluence. 



In her firft letter to the Duke, &e 
only told him> that circumftances of 
a peculiar nature, prevented, her re- 
plying fb fully as (he could wife; 
that he ftiould hear from her again 
foon; in the mean time, flic requeftcd 
him not to write;, and conjured him, 
as he valued her happinefs, not to 
make any body/acquainted with their 
attachmeqt. ■ ' * - 

This. 
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■ • . . » • . 

'•This* letter greatly perplefced the 
Duke^ he refolved, however, to com. 
ply with the comnfiancls of his fair 

■ 

miftrefs, notwithftanding his impa- 
tience to learn the caufe of her con- 
duct 

He did not wait long for this ex- 
planation i the faithful meffenger de- 
livered die welcome pacquet to his 
hands* 

From it, he learned tKat Ann was 

not infenfible to his fufferings; Ihe 

, » 

lamented that fate had oppofed af- 

fcftion, with obftacles fo infuperable 
as the claims of reftitude and duty 
—gave him the affurancc he fo Ar- 
dently 



• T -1 - 
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dently defired, of his (till poflefling 
the firft place in her efteem, and re- 
peated her promife of being his, if 
they Ihould ever be more favorably 
circumftanced than at prefent. 

She then told him, that for reafons 
flie wifhed him not to enquire .ioto, 
(he earneftly befought him to fend no 

■ * ■ • 

more confidential letters by .Lord 
Berkeley, or to entruft'him with their 
attachment $ that the perfon who 
would deliver that letter to him, was 
one whpm ihe could rely upon ; if, 
therefore, the Puke wilhed fo ; jtply 
to her letjer^he njight; be Jfure his 
anfwfr* would, be conveyed fafe- to 
her* but/ as {he -obfer ved, it might 

create 
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create fufpicion in Lord Berkeley, 
were he deprived all at once of this . 
commiflion, and lead him to obferve 
them more 'watchfully, (he was of 
opinion it would be advifeable to 
fend one or two more letters by him, 
and then let drop fome expreflion as 
if he thought no more of her, and if 
even he fpoke with negligence of her, 
fhe thought it would tend to prevent 
a fufpicion fhe greitly feared. 

His Highnefs was much pleafed 
with this letter ; and though he faw 
not the grounds for Mils Hyde's 
apprehenfiohs refpe&ing Lord Berke- 
ley, had too much defereftde Tor her 
opinion, and was tcto anxioiis to pfeafe 

her, 
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her, not to comply minutely with her 
requeft. 

He aflured her of this in his re^ 
pjy, and exprefled the fatisfa&ion her 
condefcenfion had given him, ear- 
neftly intreating her to continue a cor- 
reipondencc that was his only fource 
of comfort, and promifing to be en- 
tirely guided by her inftru&ions in 
every circumftance; — to this was 
added, all that the tendereft affec- 
tion could infpire. 

> . . 
This letter was loon followed by 

another, fent by Lord Berkeley, for 

the Duke had too much pleafure in 

addrefling her, not to employ the oc- 

cafioa 
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cafioh as- fpeedily as poffible ; and 
though, in co/iftrqncnee of tktit agree- 
ment, the contents of the letter bore 
no relation to the fubje&t hii heart 

Was ftlf of, ir yet gave him fatis* 

• . ' -' •• * 

faftion to write it. 

9 • * 



Thi* plan was as happy in its efFeft, 
as judicious in its arrangefrtent ; Lord 
Berkeley being completely deceived 
by it. 

He enjoyed the idea that the Duke 
had an affair of gallantry with the' 
daughter of the man he hattd, which 

would v be a (buret* df fuch grief and 

« 

dilhonor to him j and refol ved, at a 

favorable period, to blazon forth the 

Vofi» I. E circum- 



$i 



Z6 DUCHESS OP YORK, 

circumftances with all the additions 
malice could beftow. 

* 

He faw, ere long, with pleafure, 
the Duke's apparent change towards 
her, of whom he had fpoken with 
fuch rapture; and his total filence' 
at length on the fubje£t, perfuadeti 
him that the lovely Ann was no- 
longer miftrefs of his heart. 

For fome time, the Duke remained 
fatisfied with a correfpondence punc- 
tually obferved between him and Mifs 
Hyde; but, as the dHplay of her un- 
derstanding, her wit, and the various 
charms of her fweet mind continually 
augmented his paffion, he began at 

length 
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length to evince the ftrongeft impa- 
tience to fee her again. 

She ftrenuoufly oppofed this, but 
the eloquence of love overpowered 
her objections* 

• * 

t He made a fpecious pretext for re* 
turning to the court of Orange, and 
again was blefied by beholding his 
lovely miftrefs, Who appeared more 
charming, more amiable than ever. 
Theobjeft of univerfal admiration and 
eftcem j the praifc of Ann was heard 
from every tongue. She feemed fd i; 
unconfeious of her own fuperior me- 
rit, fo ready to acknowledge it in 
others, fo folicitous to do all that 

* ■ • 

E2 was 
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was in her power to oblige and 
ferve, that even envy and jealoufy 
Were conquered by her Iweetnels. 

• "S / 

How difficult a matter was ft for 

the Duke, who felt her worth fb much - 

more than any body elfe, to refrain 

from exprefling his fentiments, and to 

uie the language of iridiffWeftce, while* 

•■•■*' * . * 

his heart glowed with the " ertthuiiaffir 

oif affe&fon fo ftrong and well-fofundedv 

^ibmetime, however, prudence 
obtained the victory, arid he gave no • 
cktift for fufpe&ing his fentiments; 
but' a * circumftance happened, that 
oWpowe&d all his rtfolutidn^ • and r 
betrayed his fecret to many, *whom he 
Could have wifhed to conceal it from. 

A YOUNG 
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A YOUNG nobleman, greatly 
efteemed by the Princefs Royal, con- 
ceived a paflion for Mifs Hyde ; as 
he was unexceptionable in every re- ■ 
fpedt, her Royal Highnefs was de* 
lighted with the idea of her favorite's 

* having an eftablifliment fo advan- 
tageous, and promifed the young 

•Lord her intereft. 

As a circumftance of this natufi* 
is foon circulated at court, it camp 
to the knowledge of the Duke, who 
was in defpair at the. intelligence.— «* 

Ej Jealoufy, 



*< 
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Jealaufy, apprehenfion, doubt, and a 
thoufand miferable fenfations poffeffed 
his mind. 

He fought an opportunity of fpeak- 
ing to Mifs Hyde, or to Harris, whom 
he believed faithful to his intercft, but 
in vain, for neither of them, as fortune 
would have it, were in the way. 

He then proceeded to the Princefi, 
in hopes to learn fomething on the 
fubjeft from her,— Occupied with 
the idea, fhe communicated the mat- 
ter-to him, little thinking flic was 
wounding him to the foul, while flic 
lavifhed commendations on his rival 

»dwelt on the advantages fuch an 

union 
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union would produce to Mifs Hyde, 
and exprefled her ardent wiflies for 
its accomplifhment. 

Finding, however, the Duke made 
no reply to her obfervations, ihe pro- 
ceeded to enquire his opinion; but, 

w 

ftruck by the expreflion of amaze- 
ment and concern in his countenance, 
ihe looked at him for fome time hi 
filcnt aftoniihment* 

' His Royal Highnefs at length per- 
ceived it, and aware of the imminent 
danger he was in of a difcoverjr, 
roufed all his refolutions, and plead* 
ing abfence of mind, aflced, in a care- 
left way, if ihe thought Mifi Hyde 

E 4 was 
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was difpofcd to give a favorable ear 
to the addreffes of this lover. 

Her Royal Highnefs faid, (he had 
juft been fpeaking to her on the fub- 
jeft ; that fhe was, at firft, furprifecl 
and confufed at the communication* 
but from her fubfequent condu£t, (he 
thought her lover had no caufe for 
defpair. 

Alarmed, and enraged at this in* 
telligence, the Duke found it impof- 
fible to fupprefs his feeliqgs ar^y 
longer ; pretending, therefore, to . be 
taken ill, he quitted the Frincefs, and 
went to his own apartment, to give 
free fcope to the powerful emotions 
■*«f his heart* 

He 
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He immediately fet down to write 
to his miftrefs, and viewing every 
objedt through the medium of that 
jealoufy which wholly poffefled him, 
reproached her for her condu£t— 
,accufed her of cruelly deceiving him 
with falfe hopes, and ended, by re- 
lating the conversation he had juft 
held with the Princefs. 

Ann, judging the excefs of his 
love and affliction from the whole 
tenor of his letter, would not. aggra- 
vate his fufferipgs, by refehting his 
fufpicions ; fhe fought rather to al- 
leviate them, by convincing him 
gently pf his error, 

E 5 ' Sic 
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She therefore inform^ hitA, that 
the fuggeftions of pru&lnce, when 
the firft furprize at the Princefs's in- 
telligence was over, had influenced 
her not to mark her ftrong averfion 
to the propofal •, for as it was not fup- 
pofed Ihe could have any reafonable 
obje&ion to it, her immediately op- 
pofing it with earneftnefe, might cre- 
ate fufpicionj this was her motive; 
Ihe (hould excufe the* prefent doubts 
of her fidelity and integrity, that his 
Royal Highnefs had exprefled, in 
confideration of the pain flic per- 
ceived he fuffercd from them$ but 
(he hoped he would not in future 
evince a want of confidence fo inju- 
rious to her. That he might reft 

allured 
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afluued fhc never would deceive him, 
it was neceffary they fhould take their 
meafures prudently :— would he be 
guided by her, and truft her im- 
plicitly, fhe doubted not, unfavorable 
as^circumftances appeared, to avoid 
the prefent blow that threatened them, 
without a difcovery of their fenti- 
ments. 

* The Duke, relieved by this letter, 
affured her he would not only rely 
implicitly on her ; but be guided en- 
tirely by her advice; making every 
conceflion that was due, for his unrea- 
fonable fufpicion, and acknowledging 
how little he merited her gentle for* 
bearance* 

He 
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He begged, however, fhe would 
grant him half an hour's audience, in 
the prefence of Harris, that they 
might enter more folly on the fab- 
je£t, and arrange their plan in a 
clearer manner than could be done 
by letter. 

To this Ann, with forae reluc- 
tance, confented. 

When they met, he repeated his 
regret for having intimated any 
doubt, and afiured her he was re- 
folved to abide entirely by her di- 
redions. 

She then told him fhe. thought it 
would be better that fhe fhould not, 

at 
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at firft, txprefs her great repugnance - 
to the propofed match-rr— that fome 
reafonable caufe, Ihe hoped would 
occur ; and that if it did not, any 
obje&ion fhe might hereafter make 
would not be fo liable to fufpicion, 
as fhould Ihe now, without any ap- 
parent reafon, fet herfelf to oppofe 
it violently : — that, as in confequence 
of this plan, in which ihe flattered 
herfelf he would acquiefce, it would 
. be neceflary for her tcj fbmetio>es 
. give £ar to the converfation of , her 
- \new lover, Ihe hoped the Duke, would 
reftrain his jealoufy, that her fcheijne 
might not be counteradted. 

His Royal Highnefs having fo 
lately promifed fubmiffion, could not 

oppofe 
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oppofe his 4fliftrefs's propofal, but it 
was evident to her that he approved 
not this plan* an<£*he ventured to 
hint} that the coincidence with his 
former requeft, would be the beft 
means of precluding all doubts and 
jealoufly, and fecuring their hap- 
pinefs. 

Obferving, however, tjiat this hmt 
was not favorably received, he did 
nbt urge it further j but repeated his 
refolution to conquer his jealous ap- 
prehenfions, and allow her to enter- 
tain his rival without giving way to 
any alarm. 



» - 



you 
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YOU, my dear Lady Mordaunt, 
are too well acquainted with human 
nature, to wonder that a lover (hould 
not long preferve a refblution of this 
nature: — in fine, a week had not 
pafled ere the Duke's gave way. 

One evening that the Princefs was 
with a few of her attendants in her 
apartments, Mifs Hyde was {landing 
near a window $ her new lover was 
in converfation with her 5. he had 
taken her hand, and fhe fmiled on* 
him at the moment the Duke en- 
tered. 

His 
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His eyes were immediately di- 
refted towards Ann; rage and / 

jealoufy Jparkled in them.— -—She 
blufhed. 

Imputing this to confcious guilt, 
his feelings became too vi^ent for 
fuppreflionj he ftruck his hand on 
- his forehead, exclaiming, ' in a voice 
fcarcely articulate, " Gracious Hea- 
ven, I am then deceived !" and dart- 

• • • 

ing a look of the keeneft' refentment 
' at Ann, quitted the room. 

Univerfal aftonifhment took place, 
and every eye was turned towards 
Mifs Hyde, who, overwhelmed with 
the various fenfations that filled Her 

' bofdm 
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. bofom, could fc^rceiy brqathe j— -the 
. fclufh, which ;fcad recently fuffufed her 
countenance, yielded to a death-like 
paleneft, and but for the fupport of 
the place againfl: which (he refted, 
fhe muft have funk. 

Silence, for a confider^ble time, 
, prevailed $ it was at length interrupted 
by the Princes, who had regarded 
Ann, during the above period, with 
a look of mingled aftonifhment, cu- 
riofity and difturbance. 

• ■ * • • 

. Her Royal Highnefs, now turniqg 
m to .a lady near her, faid (he, appre- 
hended her brother was taken ill— 

Ihe would go hqfelf to enquire, byt 
7 fliould 
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ihould not require any attendance, 
She then arofe and quitted the apart- 
ment. 

Ann, cruelly agitated by the pain- 
ful emotions of her mind, gladly em- 
braced the carlieft opportunity of re- 
tiring, to give free fcope to her feel- 
ings, and confult with her faithful 
Harris what ftcps to take in the 
prefent important and unhappy con- 
juncture. 

Impatient to fatisfy the doubts that 
now arofe in her mind, die Princefi 
immediately proceeded to the apart- 
ments of her brother, refolving to 
penetrate into his feelings before the 

moment 
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moment of recolledtion lhould arrive 
to di&ate their fuppreffion. 

The Duke had, however, fortu- 
nately given orders, that if he was 
enquired for, his attendants fhould 
fay he was much indifpofed and re- 
tired to reft. 

Her Royal Highnefs therefore could 
not fee him* but willing to be fatis- 
fied whether his illnefs was real or 
pretended, fhe, next morning, fent 
her own phyfician to him. 

She recolle&ed now many little cir- 
cumftances, which had before pafled 
off without attention, that led her to 

think 



104 DUCHESS OF tfORK." 

think the Duke entertained a paflion 
for Mifs Hyde. 

She called to mind his fiirprize, 
agitation, and abrupt departure, when 
fhe mentioned the new lover of Ann. 
~ and her hopes . for his fuccefs ; every 
circumftance that occurred, pow con* 
firmed her more ftrongly in her 
opinion, and fhe refolved carefully to 
obferve his conduft and J^lifs Hyde's, 
and tp ,try to difepyer, through the 
medium of fome of thofe who were 
moft in his confidence, whether any 
correfpondence was carried on be* 
tween .them. 

In the mean time, the lovers were 
a. prey to the moft cruel uneafineft. 

The 
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The heart of the Duke was pierced 
by the fharp dart of jealoufy, while. 
Ann's appfchenftdn of th$ .cqnfe- 
qtience of his raflrnefs, and concern 
for his fufpiciora, occafioned her the 
moft painful dilqtitetude. 

• ■ ■ • * - 

She was, however, too wife to give 

heifelfc Op /wholly ;to a fruiriefs grief, 

when it was fo neccfiary to adopt* 

fome : plan to counter adt the cflftft 

of the mifchief. 

* • 

Many fchemes fuggeftejd thcmfelves 
to her, but they could not be effedted 
without the concurrence of the Duke; 
and -.a* her pride; would not allow, 
her to' apply to hino, fhe reje&ed 

them; 






t. 
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them-, all (he could determine for 
the prefent was, to appear as little 
concerned as pofiible, and to guard 
her feelings fo watchfully as to pre- 
elude their betraying her, (hould any 
event happen that would be likely to 
bring them to a trial. 






It was fbme time before the Duke**- 
jealoufy and anger would allow his 
reafon any room for exercifes : thofe 
violent emotions engrofling his whole 
foul ; but when he became a little 
cooler, he began to apprehend he 
might be wrong, and to confider the 
confequences if he fliould: they were 
greatly to be dreaded, but as no mis- 
fortune could be to infupportable to 
him as not poffeffing the affeAions-of 

the 
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the lovely obje£t of his regard, he 
fuffered, hoping by degrees to tame 
the place of defpair in his mind, and to 
perfuade him he had been too hafty 
in his conduit. 

It is fo natural to encourage the 
belief of what we wifh, that it is not 
furprizing the Duke fhould, on this 
occaGon, indulge the idea that now 
arofe in his mind, of the poffibility of 
his being miftaken. 

But the fmiles of Ann, her hand 
being in that of her lover's, would 
prefent themfelves, and thus the con- 
flict of pafllon continued to torment 
him without refpite. 

Refolved 
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Refoivedi at length, to ptif £6eift£ : 
to that infoppprtable ftaW, he ne& 
morning yfrOte to Ann. The letter 
was a ftrong evidence df the fituation 
of his mindj he, in one part, re- 
proached her perfidy $ in another re- 

• • " 

qtiired an explanation of £he fcene he 
had witnefled, delired her at one irib- 
ment to be firicere, at another com* 
plained of her want of ; fmeerit^ $ • hp 
painted the aftgfciffi of his fufierings, 
then talked of calmly yielding her to 
his rival, if fhe preferred him, and 

• ■ * 

ended a letter of many iheets, by fe- 

* 

quiring at length an avowal of her 
genuine fentiments, as they were, he 
faid, to be the rule of his future con- 
duct ; that he was Very ill, and fhoiild 
make that a reafon for #ot receiving 

any 
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any body, till her anfwer determined 
him what plan to purfue. 

He difpatched this by a faithful 
meffenger to Mrs. Harris, who gave it 

her miftrefs/ % 

Ann was too finccrely attached, . 
not to receive fenfible pleafure from 
this teftimony of her lover's affe&ions; 
and diftrefled as fhe was at the idea 
of the painful confequences of his 
rafhnefs, could not but fmile at the 
inconfiftency fo ftrongly marked in 
the letter -, but (he had obferved 
human nature too accurately, to fail of 
knowing that inconfiftency was one of 
its principal charadteriftics, and could 
not therefore be furprized, that ic 

F fhould 
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Ihould be called forth by the means 
of one of our ftrongeft pafiions. 

Befides the fatisfadtion (he derived 
from feeing herfelf the objedt of an 
affe&ion fo fervent, (he was glad to be 
empowered, through the medium of 
this intercourfe, to concert fome plan 
with her lover, to counteradt the evil 
they had occafion to dread. But it 
was a delicate point how to reply to 
his letter. It was neceffary to fupport 
her dignity, which had been wounded 
by his condudt, and yet the nature of 
their fituation claimed the immediate 
adoption of fome plan; ihould (he 
prefcribc any rule of conduit, would 

imply a reconciliation too cafy to fa* 
tisfy him. 

After 



i 
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After much deliberation, ftie con- 
cluded it was beft to fend Harris, 
who could explain matters fully, and 
propofe a plan as her own formation. 
Ann knew fhe could truft to her; 
that fhe would reprefent her as having 
a proper fenfe of the indignity 
offered her, and not give the Duke 
room to fuppofe ihe was difpofed to 
wave any of the claims which con- 
scious propriety of conduft gives. 
A few lines informed him, that Harris 
would attend him in difguife, at the 
clofe of the evening, and convey her 
miftrefs's fentiments on the fubj^dt of 
his Royal Highnels's letter. 

The Duke knew not what to ac*> 

* 

quire from this, whether it portended 

F % good 
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good or evil to him j he waited there- 
fore impatiently for the evening; 
and received Harris with a joy that 
would have led any one prefent to be- 
lieve fhe herfelf was the object of his 
affeftions. She proceeded to tell him 
that her miftrefs, in vindication of her 
own fincerity, had thought proper to 
explain to his Royal Highnefs the 
circumftance which had given occa- 
fion to his injurious fufpicions and 
confequent conduft. 

The object of his jealoufy had been 
relating an adventure to her that had 
recently happened, and which his 
Highnefs had probably heard o£ as 
,r was much the fubjedt of converfa- 

tion. 
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tion. That in defcribing a ridiculous 
fcene, he had, in imitation of the 
perfon, taken her hand, and the ab- 
furdity of the fpeech that accompanied 
this a&ion, had occafioned a fmile 
from her. If his Royal Bighnefs had 
heard the affair, he would know the 
circumftances that were alluded to by 
her, which would prove how naturally 
the incident took rife, which had ex- 
afperated him fo much j that he muft 
regard this juftification, however, as 
arifing from a confideration of what 
was due to herfelf, not to him. For 
as fhe had candidly avowed her pre- 
ference to himfelf, and prepared him 

by fhewing the neceflity of it, for her 
apparent attention to his rival, it was 

F 3 fuch 
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fuch an offence to her, his giving fo 
flagrant a proof of his ill opinion, as 
fhe could not excufe. 

The adventure alluded to, occurred 
imnjediately to the Duke j he recol- 
lected, that the circumftances of it 
would account for the a&ion of his 
rival, and felt the deepeft confufion 
and concern at the effedk of his impe- 
tuoGty. 

He bcfought Harris's interceflion 
with her lovely miftrels for forgive* 
nels ; which, then pitying his concern, 
prornifed. She then enquired if the 

Princefs had not been to vifit him 
the preceding evening, intimating her 
apprehenfions that his conduct had 

excited 



DUCHESS OF YORK. JI5 

excited fufpicions of his attachment in 
her mind; and how requifite it would 
be, fhould this really be the cafe, to 
devife fome plan to prevent the con- 
fequence fo unfavourable to his 
<wifhes. 

The Duke, who till now had 
fcarcely thought of any part of the 
event, but that which excited his jea- 
loufy, now recollected the dangers it 
had created; and confulted with 
Harris, in cafe he fhould be fo 
happy to obtain her miftrefs's pardon* 
what plan they fhould adopt to ex- 
tricate them from the fnare that 
^?ould be ipread on every fide. 



F4 He 



Il6 DUCHESS OF YORK* 

He faid the Princefs had been at 
his door, but he had prevented her 
entrance, by faying he was retired to 
reft, indifpofedj that he had feen 
her Phyfician in the morning, who 
had found him, in fa&, in a ftate 
that would corroborate his plea of 
illnefs ; therefore he hoped he fhould 
be able dill to deftroy the fufpicioa 
that was awakened. 

His Royal Highnefs then enquired 
of Harris, if fhe knew what had pafled 
after his departure the preceding 
day ? 

She related all that had been com- 
municated to her by her mifbrefs 

on the fubjedt. 

Senfible 
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Senfible how difficult it would be ' 
to elude a penetration fo acute as 
that of the Princefs Royal, and how 
necefiary to take meafures immedi- 
ately, he was plunged into the moft 
perplexing reverie. A plan, at length, 
fuggefted itfelf as a prefent refource, 
which was ftill to confine himfelf 
under the pretence of indifpofition, 
as by this means he fhould avoid the 
obfervations of his fifter, and gain 
time, in cafe a reconciliation took 
place between him and the fair 
Ann. 

To form fuch a plan as their cir- 
cumftanccs required, he then con- 
jured Harris, with an earneftnefs 
that evinced how intirely his happi- 

F 5 neCs. 
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hefs depended on it, to intercede for 
his pardon ; to tell her miftrefs he was 
fo confcious of the little claim he had 
to her indulgence, that he would not 
prefume to addrefs her himfelf, but 
if (he would, in pity to his fevere 
fufferings, condefcend once more to 
receive him into favor, his whole 
life fhould be devoted to evince his 

gratitude; that he fhould not know 

one moment's comfort till he heard 
again from her, fince her refentment 

of his conduft was aggravated in its 

painful effett on him, by the confide- 

ration of his having deferved it, and 

of the dangerous confequences it had 

produced. He implored her to let 

Harris come again the following day. 

Harris 
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Harris promifcd her intereft with 
his miftrefs, and proceeded to ac- 
quaint her with all that had parted. 

Love and anger are too unconge- 
nial to dwell long together. The- 
fair Ann was eafily inclined to admit 
the apology of her lover, and to 
comply with his reft; but fhe did it: 
in a manner that proved fhe knew 
what was due to her own chara&er.. 



The Duke believed he owed much* 

to the interceflion of Harris, as was 

indeed the cafe, for her lively repr£- 

fentation of the grief and repentance- 

of the Duke, contributed greatly to 

difpofe Ann to treat him with left. 

fcveruy.. 

In 
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In the fucceeding interview \iith 
Harris, he was encouraged to hope he 
might again be reinftated in his 
miftrefs's favor : he, therefore, advifed 
with her what fteps he might take to 
fecure them from fufpicion in future. 



She told him fhe thought, from a 
hint Mifs Hyde dropt, fhe would pro- 
pofe his quitting the court, at leafl: 
for fbme time. This, he faid, he could 
not do ; abfence would be fo infup- 
portable that he could not endure life 
on the condition. There was, indeed, 
one conlideratlon which would influ- 
ence him to confent, that of his 
miftrefs's agreeing to an union with 
Jiim previous to his departure; that 

then, 
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then, fecurc of her not being torn 
from him, he could leave her till 
time fhould, by producing fome 
favorable change, empower him to 
acknowledge his union. 



He was charmed to find that Harris 
feemed to give a favorable ear to 
this propofal. He urged her to em- 
ploy her intereft with her miftrefs, to 
induce her to comply with his wifhes 
on the fubjcft. 

She promifed him all the afliftanec 
in her power, and left him more 
compofed in his feelings than he 
had been for fome time* 

Harris 



^ r? ir 



~ j JiriHr arrant*, j&ac 

obit sbde -nf i him^ iff 

her 



ttsxt x mm 'mi it jii g uLi oss as nut 
ix wacx Ire tjitt 



various 

xr m fasxe, to ia w uitL her beloved 

■mi l: » r fc in difircs; from which, ts 
tir wife of die Duke of York, (he 
mould be exempt j and, therefore,, 
though flic derpljr lamented that the 
ftep fhould be taken without the 
concurrence of the Chancellor, and. 
Lady Clarendon, Jhe thought the cir- 

cumftances 
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cumftances attending it would be an 
extenuation of the offence, and hence 
refolved to employ her influence to 
difpofe Ann to confent to the Duke's 
propofah 

While this Was in agitation on the 
part of the lovers, the Princefs was, 
in a ftate of the mod anxious fufpence. 
fter Phyfician having rn reality found, 
on vifiting the Duke, that he had a 
great deal of feverifli heat upon him, 
which had been produced by the 
anxiety of his mind, and a reftlefs 
night; flic knew not what ta think r 
but, in purfuance of her determina- 
tion, refolved to found his friends, 
till his recovery fhould enable her, 

by 



•?*. 
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by ftri&ly watching his conduft, to 
form a decifivc judgment herfelf. 

She, therefore, fent to Sir Charles 
Berkeley, who was Captain of his 
Guards, and nephew to the above- 
mentioned Lord Berkeley, % then 
abroad : fhe knew him to be in 
great favor with the Duke; few being 
a pleafant lively man, and wearing 
a fpecious appearance in the prefence 
of his Highnefs, he had deceived him 
as to his real charadfcer, whichVas 
very indifferent, he being regarded by 
all perfons of difcernment and virtue, 
as a diflblute and unprincipled young 
man. Sir Charles was the beft tool 
the Princefs could have employed on 

this 
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this occafion, as be was no lefs an 
enemy to the Hyde family than his 
uncle, and would therefore make ufe 
of every means to prevent an union 
which would fo greatly exalt them. 



I O thofe who have not ftudied 
mankind, it will appear ftrange, per- 
haps, that the Princefs> who was a 

«■•. 

womaq of fuperior underftanding, of 
an amiable character, and who had 
evinced fb much regard for Mifi 
Hyde, as to give her the firft place 
in her favor, fhould fliew fuch alarm 
% at 
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at the idea of her brother's attach* 
merit, to one whom fhe confidered fo 
deferving her efteem, and that lhe 
fhould have recourfe to fuch means 
to circumvent it. 

But thofe who have read the hu- 
man heart with attention, will trace 
the fources of the contradi&ions iir 
our chara&er and conduft, to the 
paflions which we allow to rule us. 
We can, while uninterefted ourfelves* 
in any particular event, judge of its 
propriety, and think we fhould a£t 
up to what it dictates ; but when a 
ftrong impulfe biaffes our mind, we 
confult only our inclination, and thus 
are betrayed into thofe inconfiftencies 

which 
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which bring the ftrongeft understand- 
ing to a level with the Weakeft, and 
make the mod: amiable characters 
fometimes appear to aft unworthily. 

The Princefs had the higheft opi- 
nion of Mifs Hyde— —knew Ihe pof- 
lefied every quality of head and heart 
that was calculated to promote the 
happinefs of her brother % but her 
ambition reprefented that fuch an al- 
liance would be a degradation, where- 
as her family might be aggrandized 
by the Duke's marriage \ fhe there- 
fore liftened only to the fuggefKons 
of her pride, and regardlefs of her 
brother's happinefs, fince it oppofed 
her wilhes, refolved to employ every 

effort 
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effort to counteraft his intentionSj 
fhould they prove to be what flic 
feared. 

Too much interefted in carrying 
this favorite point, to attend properly 
to the means, fhe had recourfe to 
the afliftance of a man whom fhe 
thought not very favorably of. 

When Sir Charles attended the 
Princefs, fhe, after fome general con- 
verfation, queftioned him refpedting 
his fentiments of the circumftancc 
that had happened a few evenings 
before, and whether he knew of any 
attachment the Dukfe had, without 
giving him to underftand what hef 
own opinion was* 

He, 
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He, however, knew her prevailing 
paffion too well not to be fatisfied of 

its tendency; and glad to ingratiate 
himfelf with her, proceeded to in- 
form her what was the fruit of his 
obfervation.- 



He faid, though he had fome rea- 
fon to think the Duke entertained a 
paffion for Mifs Hyde, that he was 
fatisfied it was not of a nature to give 
her Royal Highnefs any folid ground 
of uneafinefs ; what tended moft, of 
many other obfervations he had made, 
to convince him the Duke had no 
ferious intention towards her, were 
thefe, that he was fo far from culti- 
vating the friendfhip of her father, 

which 



130 DUCHESS OF YOUR. 

which it would be natural for him to 
do, had he thoughts of aiv alliance 
with his family ; that he, on the con- 
trary, fhewed him every mark of 
disfavor ; and befides, he (Sir Charles) 
was fure, that had the Duke enter- 
tained any fuch intention, he would 
not have concealed it from him, as 
he was fo happy as to be more in his 
Royal Highnefs's confidence than any 
other perfon. 

The Princefs was too much pleafed 
to conceal her fatisfa&ion, but at the 
fame time fhe very ftrongly repro- 
bated the idea of the Duke's forming 
any defign to win the affedtions, or 
injure either the fame or happinefs of 
any body under her prote&ion, add- 
ing, {he (hould take care to prevent 

his 
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bis having any opportunity of prac- 
ticing fuch a plan in regard to Mifs 
Hyde: flie then tbld Sir Charles it 
would oblige her, if he would ob- 
ferve her brother's conduct on this 
fubje&j and inform her of the refult ; 
fhe intreated him alfo to conceal from 

the Duke the converfation that had 
paffed between them. 

As it was in her power to do him 
eflential fervice, fhe thought this mo- 
tive would influence him to be faith- 
ful to hen 

He made all the proteftations fhe 
could defire, of his fervices and ie- 
"crefy, and took^iiieave. 

As 
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As promifes, however facred, arc 
no ties to unprincipled people, par- 
ticularly when they think it is more 
their intereft to break, than to ob- 
ferve them he refolved immedi- 
ately to communicate all that had 

* 

paffed to. the Duke. 



By a few lines, he informed his 
Hoyal Highnefs of his having fome* 
thing of moment to impart. He was 
therefore admitted, and related, in his 
own manner, all that had been faid 
by the Princefs. 

The Duke could not conceal his 
furprife and embarrafiment at this 
commiijication ; he would have been 

glad 
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»fed to reveal* all his thoughts, per- 
plexities, and intentions to his fa- 
vorite, but recollecting the ftrong 
njundtions of Ann to the contrary 1 , 
-efrained from it; he, therefore, de- 
5red Sir Charles would aflure her 
Royal Highnefs there was nothing to 
ipprehend from him, on account of 
Vlifs Hyde, and as a female con- 
"eflbr was an unufual thing, he fhould 
rertainly not acknowledge' th'e* obje<5t 
>f his gallantry to her. 

He faid it was very irkfome to 
lim, to be made perpetually the fub- 
c6t of obfervation and cliriofity, and 
>egged Sir Charles to- do all in his 
>ower to put a flop to the prefenfc 
ourfe of it; adding, that as a lady's 

O fame 



/ 

i 
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fame was in question, he was parti* 

cularly felicitous the matter fhould 
-be put a flop to. 

Sir Charles had obferved the Duke's 
-embarraflment, and was convinced 
there were good grounds for the fuf- 
picions of his attachment to Mils 
Hyde, but he conceived it was a 
mere affair of gallantry, which his 
Royal Highnefs was fo anxious to 
keep from his lifter s becaufe (he 
would have been incenfed at his 
chuGng one of her attendants, and 
fo great a favorite for its objeft; 
and, at the fame time, was zealous 
for the prefervation of the lady's re* 
putation. 

Affe&ing 



DUCHESS OF YORK. I35 

Affe&ing, however, to be perfectly 
jatisfied with the Duke's aflertion, he 
promifed to diffipate the Princefs's 
apprehenfions, and to draw the at- 
tention of the court to fome other 
objedt; which laft, he conceived no 
difficult matter, as the generality 
of its attendants were ever in fearch 
of novelty to amufe them, and coun- 
teract the effe6t of that languor in- 
cident to a life of indolence. 

To this end he went to the Prin-, 
cefs, who played the fame part with, 
him that he had afted towards the 
Duke, pretending to give credit to 
what, however, (he was not con- 
vinced of. 

G * This 
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This Sir Charles perceived, and 
told her a fcheme had occurred to 
him, which he was fure would bring 
the matter to light; and if there were 
any juft grounds to fear a ferious at- 
tachment, would inevitably preclude 
its having an iflue that would prove 
difgraceful to the Royal Family;— 
he faid he had not yet perfedtly di- 
gefted the plan, therefore would beg 
her excufe for not communicating it 
at prefent. 

The Princefs, who knew his head 
was to be depended on, though his 
heart might not, teftified her appro- 
bation of what he faid, and, after 
little more difcourfe on the fubjeft, 
<JifmifTed him* 

When 
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When Harris next attended the 

Duke, he communicated to her what 

jiad paded between him and Sir 

Charles Berkeley, and took occafion 

hence to urge, in the ftrongeft terms, 

the neceffity there was for her mif- 

trefs's compliance with his plan; that 

fpies would now be placed around 

them on every fide; the Princefs 

would alfo be fo vigilant, and keep 

Mifs Hyde fo conftantly in her view, 

that it would be impoflible to elude 

obfervation ; and as death would be 

lefs infupportable to him than a fepa- 

ration from her, without her being 

fecured to him, he faw no other means 

of extricating them from the dangers 

G 3 L which 
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which furroundcd them on every 
fide. 



He aflured Harris, that if her 
miftrefs would confent, he would re- 
tire in a few davs from Court, and 
every future aft of his fliould be 

guided by her directions. 



Harris, in reply, told him, flie had 
made ufe of fo many arguments in 
favor of his Royal Highnefs's pro- 
pofal, that (he thought (he had dif- 
pofcd her miftrefs to liften more 
favorably to it \ and (he really hoped, 
from the communication (he fliould 
now make, and the refle&ion and ar- 
guments it would create in his favor, 

Chat 
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that her miftrefs would be brought 
to confent; fhe would inform his 
Royal Highnefs the fucceeding day, 
but as it behaved them now to be 
more cautious than ever in the mode 
of communication, fhe thought he 
had better appoint fome other place, 
and a different hour for their meet- 

ing. 



This appeared fo neceffary to the 
Duke, that he immediately adopted 
the plan, and naming a place of fafety, 
and a time when few perfons would 
be abroad, he fettled that point- 
he then exprefled the happinefs Harris 
had given him, by encouraging him 
to hope her lovely miftrefs feemed in- 

G 4 clined 
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dined to cqnfent to the completion 
of his wifties, and allured her p x f h\$ 
eternal gratitude, fhould Ihe fucceed 
in determining the ppint in his fa- 
vour. 



When Harris related what had 

pafled to her miftrefs, a thoufand 

painful and perplexing ideas ru&ed 

into the mind of the lovely Ann. 

She felt the juftnefs of all the Duke's 

reprefentations, and her heart was £ 

powerful advocate in his favor; but to 

(Confent to a breach t>f that duty lhe 

-owed the beft of parents was infup- 

por table; yet, if (he did not, fhe 

,muft lofe her lover. 

Should 
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- Should they now fepar^te, there 
was little hope of their re-uniofu 
This thought diftr' adted her. 



Undecided and wretched fhe knew 
not how to aft ; mifety muft be the 

confequertce, which ever way ftie 
took. To the attendant friehd of her 
youth fhe applied for advice on this 
tiding occafion ; finding it impoflible 
to determine, whca her mind was fo 
agitated, yet, feeing fo ftrongly the 
heceflity of an immediate decifion> 
Harris made a clear ftatement of the 
cafe, and then faid there was one cir- 
cumftance which fhe thought of fo 
-much confequence,, that it ought to 
determine the point: fhe was, in- 

G 5 deed, 
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deed, fure, when Mifs Hyde con- 
fidered it, it would have that effedt, 
fince it included, what was mod dear 
to her on earth, her fame. 

That the matter had beeii too 
much talked of now, not to be made 
public, and the motive of the Berke- 
leys would reprefent it in fuch a man- 
ner, as to incline people to think the 
worft : by this means (he would be 
difhonored, her parents rendered mi- > 
ferable, and their enemies enjoy a 
triumph the moft cruel over them* 



That as fo many great evils were 

in one fcale, and only one, though that 

of confiderable magnitude, in the 

other 
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other, (he thought her miftrefs ought 
not to hefitate, but confent to a ftep 
which fo many confiderations made 
advifeable, and which time, and its 
being irremediable, would reconcile 
all parties to. 



.Thefe arguments obtained (bmuch 
influence in the mind of Mifs Hyde, 
that they, at length, overpowered her 
objedtions to the ftep : with a trem- 
bling hand {he marked her acquies- 
cence to the Duke, leaving to him 
the arrangement of the bufinefs, and 
only requiring that, except the two 
perfons already apprized of the mat- 
ter, and one friend fhe would bring, 

no 
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no other perfons might be prefent at 
the folemnization of the nuptials. 

This friend, whom (he was inclined 
to truft, was one to whom (he had 
been attached before ihe entered the 
fervice of the Princefs ; they had be- 
come acquainted when her Royal 
Highnefs faw her at Breeda. 

- Ann was induced to entruft her 
on this occafion, becaufe her high 
rank and character would give a fanc- 
tion to her condudt, and (he was 
too well acquainted with her fenti- 
ments to apprehend her refufal, or her 
betraying the matter. She had every 
reafon hereafter to rejoice in this ftep. 

The 
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The Duke was overwhelmed with 
joy when he learned Ann's determina- 
tion in his favor. He loft no time in 
the preparations requifite for the bo 
cafion, fearing his miftrefs might re.- 
pent her promife, knowing fa well as 
he did the ftrong fenfe (he had of her 
duty. 



As fecrefy was fo absolutely nece£ 
fary, and the Princefs's attention was 

fo wholly employed in obferving every 

« 

look, word and aflion of Mifs Hyde,, 
it was impoffible to appoint any hour 
of the day to perform the ceremony — 
it was therefore to be celebrated at 
midnight* 

A Chap- 
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A Chaplain of the Duke was to 
unite them, whofe fccrefy was enfured, 
and the following week fixed for the 
celebration. 



The intermediate (pace was pafled 
very uneafily by both parties. Ann's 
conflict between her duty, affe&ion, 
hopes and fears, ftill making her very 
wretched; while the Duke's impa- 
tience and apprehenfion of fome inter- 
vening misfortune precluded his yields 
jng to the fatisfa&ion of thinking, 
he was fo near an union with the 
mod lovely and amiable of all hu- 
man beings. They derived, however, 
fome confolation from pouring out 
the effufion of their hearts to each 

other 
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other, for they found means, by the 
afliftance of their confidants, to elude 
the vigilant watchfulnefs of their 
fpies, and obtain more than one in- 
terview unfufpe&ed. 



A FORTUNATE event for the 
lovers now took place — letters arrived 
from England, with information of the 
King's reftoration. They required 
the Duke's attendance in England as 
f foon as poffible. This circumftance, 

by giving a caufe for his departure, 
precluded the conjedtures that would 
otherwife have attended his quitting 

the 
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the Court at that particular time— 
and br giving a new fund of con vcr- 
fanoa, drew off the attention of thofe, 
who, having no refources within them- 
felves, employ their time in-obferving, 
commenting, and often 'mifreprefent- 
bg the actions of others. 



His Royal Highnefs took advan- 
tage of his pretended indifpofition tj 
delay his journey for a few days, but 
as in that time the due preparations 
were making for it, all fufpicions were 
called of the important event that was 
to take place in the inter km 



r 



S.The projc&cd plan was fo happily 
ttecuted, that not the lcaft idea of it 

was 
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was conceiyed.— — You will readily 
imagine the agitation of the lovely 
Ann, at an aft on which hung all the 
future happinefs of her life, which 
was performed without the fanSion of 
-thofe whofe rights fhe acknowledged, 
and deeply regretted her violating. 



This, the firft, aad, indeed, only 
breach of her duty, was bitterly de- 

. plored by her, and feverely punilhed ; 

, but, circumftanced £s (he was, who 
will not make ^Jlpw^nce far this one 



Two lines of a fayorite poet occur 
on this occafioji, and as you may be 
ioclined to cheriih them as appli- 

caplc 
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cable as I do, I will tranfcribc 
them : 

" Mais a l'humanite, fi parfait qu'on flit v 

Toujour* par quelque foible oupoya la tribut* 

You, I am fure, my dear Lady 
Mordaunt, will, while you lament, 
not too feverely condemn what had fo 
much to extenuate it. A young and 
amiable Prince, on the one hand* 
foliciting, with all the energy love 
infpires 5 a friend on the other, whoitt 
fhe looked up to as a fecond parent, 
perfuading her, that fame now, as well 
as happinefs, depended on the ftepi 
and her own heart favoring the caufe. 
Who will not think her conduct pal- 
liated by thefe CQnfiderations, and to 
thofc who would cenfure it feverely, 

on 
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on account of the influence of example 
in fuch a chara&er ? It may be recom- 
mended to refle&ion, that, as nobody 

can prefume they have a right to make 

her failure their example, without 

copying her virtues, few, indeed, I 

may fay none, will be injured by this 

her (ingle deviation. 



A WEEK after the ceremony had 
pafied, the Duke tore himfelf from 
his lovely bride, and fet forward for 
England, not without the hope, how- 
ever, that this favorable turn of af- 
fairs would be the means of reftoring 

her to him foon, and perhaps of pro- 
ducing 
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.during fome favorable occafion for 
ferving his marriage, and obtaining 
the King, his brother's, approbation 

of it. 



Thefe hopes, which he commu- 
nicated to her, whofe cares, joys, and 
interefts, were now infeparahle from 
his own, contributed much to alle- 
viate the anguifh of feparaxion. 

The Princefi was on this occafion 
not forry to fee her brother depart; 
for though all her vigilance had not 
been able to dHcover any confirma- 
tion of her apprehenfions, they had 
been too efieftuatly routed to be very 

£XXI lulled i and the ramtra<in/v» rS 



Ann 



L_ 
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Ann, on the Duke's departure, in 
Ipite of all her endeavours to give it 
an appearance of unconcern, betrayed, 
to a penetrating obferver, marks [of 
the feelings moft predominant in her 
heart. 



The Princefs had urged her often 
in favor of the young Nobleman. 
Ann's reply could not but fatisfy her. 
She faid it was neceflary to confider 
well the chara&er of the man on 
whom the future happinefs of her 
Jife muft depend. She would not, 
therefore, decide precipitately: time 
and obfervation were required to 
enable her to judge, whether he 
poflefled thofe qualities which were 

calculated 
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calculated to promote their mutual 
felicity ? 

Happily for her, the change of 
affairs obliged her lover to go over 
to England, and fhe, for the prefentj 
was relieved from this fource of uiv 
eafinefs. 

Another lover, however, or one 
who affc&ed to be fo, now ftarted 
up to difturb the repofe of Ann, no 
other than Sir Charles Berkeley. 



The Duke, having left fbme af- 
fairs unfettled, had defired him co.re- 
* main till they were completed ; and 
he devoted all his leifure to perfuade 

Ann, 
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Ann, that ihe had infpired him with 
the tendered and moft ardent paf- 

• •• • 

fion. 



Surprized and provoked at this 
unexpected conduct, ihe knew not 
whether fhe fhould not acquaint the 
Duke j but recollefting the dan- 
gerous confequence of awakening his 
jealoufy, and apprehenfive of the ef- 
fcfts of his refentment, fhould it be 
raifed again ft Sir Charles, fhe con- 
cluded it would be better to endure 
the prefent evil, than, by endeavour- ' 
ing to prevent it, invite a greater. 



You will, perhaps, be equally fur- 
prized with herfelf, at this ftep of 

Sir 
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Sir Charles's* for it will naturally 
occur, that- as M\h Hyde was the fup- 
pofed favorite of his matter, he wotild 
be afraid of reciting his refentment, 
and ruining himfelf thereby. 



But this artful politician had fb 
deeply confidered the fcheme in view, 
and taken his meafures fo well, that 
* all were deceived by it. 

When the Duke was informing 
him of the bufinefs he wiflied him to 
perform, previous to his embarka- 
tion, Sir Charles faid, (with a faille) 
there is one commifiion your Ro.al 

■ • 

Highnefs 1 Jias forgot, the atrttition 
due to ascertain young Lady: ButT 

will 



,i 
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• - - v 

will not omit them, affured that, 
though not fpecified, they are what 
will be moft acceptable to you. 



The Duke was for a moment ftart- 
led, fearing his fecret was betrayed; 
but recollefting the impoffibility of 
this, he judged that Sir Charles now 
doubted his former aflurances on the 
fubjeft, and wifhed to penetrate his 
thoughts. 



He replied, with the fame air, that 
as a gallant man, he was bound to 
pay attention to every woman, and 
it was a fervice that rewarded itfelf,. 
therefore he fhould not claim any merit 
from it in refpeft to him* 

Vol. I. H Sir 
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his Royal Highnefs had been engaged 
in fome frolic, which had hurt him 
in the eftimation of many people, 
though they were certainly excufable, 
on account of his youth and lively 

• • • « 

difpofuion. 



: She alfo knew Sir Charles was 
an inveterate enemy to her family; 
a more unwelcome lover, therefore, 
could not have prefented himfelf. 



She did not believe he was really 
attached to her, and therefore con- 
eluded he had fome plan baneful in 
its intention — fhe could not decide 

i * 

i . # . 

what it was, but, from all circum- 

'•' ' ' . r • 
fiances judged,, it tended to difcover , 

whether 
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whether there was any attachment be- 
tween the Duke and her. 



Imprefled with fo contemptible an 
opii^on of him* it was difficult for 
Mifs Hyde to conceal her fentimentsj 
however, fhe contented herfelf with 
treating him in the coldeft and moft 
unreferved manner, hoping, that as 
he muft necefiarily go to England* 
ere long fhe fhould be releafed from 
his addrefles. 




He, in the mean while, not af 
difcouraged by the ill reception he 
met, hovered perpetually round the 
% charming objedt of his attentions. 

H3 This 
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This was a new fource of convcr- 
£ttion and cqnjedture of the Court qf 
the Princefs, and was, of courfe, con-, 
veyed to England. 



v«- .<t 



Lor^ Berkeley took every occafion 
to mention the report to his Royal 
Highnefs, ^infinuating that his nephew 
found no cauie to complain of Mifs 
Hyde's cruelty. 

But it produced not the eflfeft he 
intended* the Duke always evincing 
the utmoft unconcern when the fub- 
je£t was ftarted. Ths recent poof 
he had received of the affection of hi$ 
lovely miftrefs, precluding his acU 
mittance pf any doubt rdpefting her # 

and 
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and all his concern now was engroffed, 
by the consideration of engaging his 

brother's approbation of his choice, 
and confent to his avowing his mar- 
riage. 

* 

One circumftance contributed to 
encourage his hopes. This was the 
great favor the Chancellor was in 
with the King : he was known to have 
more influence and credit with his 
Majefty, than any body elfej nor 
could any other perfon boaft, on any 
account, fo great a claim to it. His 
loyalty had fuperfeded every confi- 
deration of intereft or happinefs ; 
he had quitted his native country; 
relinquifhed his fortune, and left a 

H 4 beloved 



\ 
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beloved wife and family, to follow 
the fortunes of his matter, at a time 
when it feemed impofiible' that he 
fhould reap any other fruit than per- 
petual banifhment and utter ruin. 



On the Chancellor's favor with 
the King* on the merit of his daugh- 
ter, which was the theme of univer- 
sal praife ; and on his brotherly affec- 
tion, did the Duke build his hopes 5 
and he fought to ftrengthen thefc 
aids, by ftill conciliating the re- 
gard of his brother, nor was this 
ineffe&ual. 



The King had ever loved the 

Duke mod affe&ionately, his prefent 

conduft 
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conduft (till more endeared him. He 
found him extremely improved in hi* 
manners and -conduft, and though 
it did not then aflure that this was 
produced by any particular caufe, he 
remarked the effect with very great 
fatisfa&ion. 



Thus every thing feemed to favor 
the Duke's wifhes, and a circum- 
ftance foon happened that inclined 
him to believe fortune was diipofed to 
grant all- his wifhes. 



This circumftance was the intelli- 
gence, that the Chancellor 'propofed 
to fend for his daughter 'over. Every 
Other bufinefd that claimed attention 

H 5 from 
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from him being bow happily arranged, 
and himfelf and family quietly fettled, 
he refolvcd to enjoy, once more, the 
happincfs of his favorite child's fo+ 
ciety. 



In confequece of this refolution, 
which met the ftrongeft fupport from 
Lady Clarendon, they wrote to the 
Princefs of Orange, expreffing their 
gratitude in the fulleft manner, for 
her condefcending kindnefs to them 
and their child; and hoping fhe 
would now confent to wave her claim 
to her fervice, in favor of parents G> 
affe&ionately attached, whe were,ww 
empowered to provide for htt *c«> 

&rdu>$ 
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cording to their willies, and could no- 
longer bear her abfence* 

To Ann they wrote "their wMi, that 
flie fhould immediately prepare for 
her return to them ; adding, all' that 
tendernefs towards fuch a child die- 

\ » 

taxed. 

* 

What a happy fammons for her ! 
and how opportune did the circum- 
ftances, in which fhe found herfel£ 
make it ! 



Ere long fhe muft have devifed 
fbme plan for withdrawing, for the loft, 
of reputation, or avowal of her mar- 

tge* oiuft otherwiie have been the 

confer 
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confequence; and how to have ma- 

* 

nagedthis {he knew not. 



The prefent fummons not only re- 
moved this difficulty, but relieved 
her from the intolerable perfecution 
flie had fuffered from Sir Charles 
Berkeley, who, in purfuance of his 
plan, had continued to devote all his 
time and attention to her. 



To be relieved from thefe cares, 
and to fee again her beloved parents, 
and dill dearer hufband, was a fburce 
of fuch joy to Ann, that (he would 
not allow the refleftion of what it 
might await her in England, to 

drive 
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drive with the price current of 
fatisfaftion that flowed into her 
heart. 



With far different fenfations did the 
Princefs Royal perufe her letter 
brought by the fame hand : (he deep- 
ly regreted the neceflity oC reftoring 
Ann to her parents. She really loved 
her, and was too good a judge of 
merit, not to apprehend that where 
it was fo great, its effe&s would im- 
prefs others as forcibly as herfelf. 
Ann would now again lie in the 
Duke's way; fhe feared the conse- 
quences, and hence refolved to write 
her fufpicions to the Kings and in 
cafe ihe thought it hereafter reqwi- 
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fite, even to make a vifit to Engfendj, 
to prefent what (he apprehended. 



Ann's hopes of getting rid of one 
cafe, by her removal from the Court of 
Orange, were not fo fbon accom~ 
plifhed as fhe had flattered herfelf 
they would* 



Sir Charles Berkeley pretended to 
have received an order from Eng- 
land, requiring his immediate pre- 
fence, and announced his. defigns. of 
returning in the fame veffel wkh 
Mifa Hyde. 

M flie tad no -means of oppofirig; 
tht$* fhe tfas obliged to acquiefce* 

however 
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however difagreeable* but fhe re- 
folved to confine herfel£ with Harris, 
to her cabin as much as pofilble, 
that he might have no opportunity 
of perfecuting a fuit fo hatefbl to 
her. 



Tears of unfeigned fbrrow oveif- 

flowed the eyes of Ani>, on taking 

leave of the Princefs> who had beca 

for prote&reis, and to whom flxe wa$ 

truly attached* 

Nor could her Royal Highnefs 
reftrain hcr'&j for a moment pride 
yielded its place to fallibility, and 
fhe prcffed her to bet heart aa ten- 

. deriy 
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derly, as if /he had been a fitter of her 
choice* 



This forrowful farewell (and one 
ftill more affe&ing with the friend 
who had attended her marriage) being 
over, Ann embarked for England. 



Her pafl&ge would have been 
plcafanr, but for the reftraint Sir 
Charles's company impofe4 on: her 

keeping firm to her refolmioni 

\ 

She feduloufly. avoided hirti, and 
though he was very pathetic in his 
lamentations of her cruelty, it did hot 
feern to produce any very deep concern 

to him. 

I HAVE 
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I HAVE faid nothing onthefubjcft 
of the correfpondence that took place 
between the Duke and Ann, be- 
caufe it is natural to conclude, you 
would judge what the tenure of it 
was* 



The fame caufe will preclude my 
relating the manner of Ann's meet* 
ing her family. 



That 
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That all was joy and happinefs 
will eafily be conceived 3 nor was 
Harris's fatisfadion inferior to that 
of any prefent: — reftored to her native 
country* welcomed as a friend by the 
family who had brought her up, (he 
thought the moment that reftored 
her to them, the happieft of her 
life. 



A fait of apartments were appro- 
priated to the fole ufe of Ann, to 
receive what vifitors fhe might chufe. 
Thefe apartments , the tender atten- 
tion of a parent, had ornamented < 
with all that was fplendid and 
elegant. Nor was there any atten- 
tionj parental tendernefi could difplay, 

ti>at 
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that was not lavifhed by the Chan- 
cellor and Lady Clarendon, on their 
beloved child* 

This conduft deeply affe&ed Ann ; 
it pierced her heart with fate's fharpeft 
pang, felf condemnation — deeply fhe 
regreted that flic had betrayed her mo- 
ther's confidence, that (he was now 
even carrying on a deceit againft her. 

Thcfe refledtions were insupport- 
able, and fhe refolved to intreat the 
Duke's confent, to acquaint her mo- 
ther with the fecret of their union. 



The liberty that was allowed her 
of receiving whpm fhe pleafed, had 

empowered 
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empowered her, foon after her arrival, 
to admit his Royal Highnels. How 
amply did this re-union recompense 
them for all they had fuftained in 
abfence ! 

When the firft effufions of tender- 
neft were over, each recounted all that 
had pa(Ted during their abfence, 
which was too minute, or . of too de- 
licate a nature, to be entrufted to a 
letter. 

Ann (lightly mentioned Sir Charles 
Berkeley's addreffes. The Duke ac- 
knowledged he had heard of them, 
but attributed them to his fitter's re- 
queft* and fatisfied as he was, of the 

affe&ions of his beloved wife, aflured 

her 
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her jealoufy had loft its power over his 
heart. He then proceeded to tell 
her the favorable hopes he had con- 
ceived, and whence they were drawn. 

Thefe greatly relieved the mind of 
Ann, who began to be apprehenfive 
ft would not long lie in her power, 
to elude the obfervation of her family 
refpe&irig her fltuation. She took 
occafion, from the mention of this 
circumftance, to entreat, the Duke 
would confent to her entrufting the 
v fecret of their union with her mother. 



V 



He expreffed fome apprehenfions 
of this ftep at the prefent crifis, how- 
ever, upon refleftion, that the intelli- 
gence coming from herfelf would in- 

tereft 



r 
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tereft Lady Clarendon more in their 
favor, than if it came from any other 
perfon, he confented, requefting her, 
however, to engage unlimited fecrecy 
before fhe made the avowal ; for, he 
faid, he knew the Chancellor fo well, 
that he was fure were he apprized of 
the affair, before the King fhould be 
prepared by his, the Duke's, con- 
feffion for the knowledge, no means 
on earth would be unemployed by him, 
to prevail on his Majefty to ufe all his 
power to diffolve it. His Highnefs ad- 
ded, that his knowledge of the Chan- 
cellor's inflexible integrity and loyalty, 
had led him to refrain from foliciting 
his intimacy ; to which regard for 

his character alfo contributed, for 

he 
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he knew the world, in fptte of all 
the proofs he had given of unerring 
re&itude, would accufe him of en- 
couraging the affair fecretly, if he, 
the Duke, was obferved to be 
much with him; an accufation he 
knew would, to the Chancellor, be 
more painful than the fevereft mis- 
fortune which could befall him. 

He, therefore, fo ftrongly recom- 
mended fecrecy, and hoped, ere 1 
many days were elapfed, to bring, 
her the happy tidings of having re- 
conciled his Majefty to, their union. 

This interval was a momentous 
period for Ann; to Harris flie 

communicated what had pafled > and 

% 

that 
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that attentive domeftic, ever defirous 

to ftiield her miftrefs, though at 
her own expence, • undertook to 
difclofe the marriage, upon the pro- 
pofed conditions, to Lady Clarendon, 
fecretly refolving to take all poffi- 
ble ihare of the blame on hprfelf. 

Ann, terrified at the idea of 
meeting the firft fhock of her mo- 
ther's refentment, though it was" a 
fmaller evil, in her opinion* than 
carrying on the deception,: accepted, % 
with due acknowledgment, this friend- 
ly offer, and, trembling for the>. 
event, faw Harris depart in fearchof 
Lady Clarendon, 



v. .-• 1 «. 
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